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Abstract 
This project will attend to four different female European politicians and the way they 
perform and represent their gender in the media. The methodological approach has been 
discourse theory and four specific discourse analysis has been conducted on four 
different top politicians in Europe; Helle Thorning-Schmidt (DK), Lene Espersen (DK), 
Micheline Calmy-Rey (CH) and Angela Merkel (GE). The practical approach of the 
discourse analysis has been carried out using the work Discourse Analysis - as theory 
and method by Louise Phillips and Marianne W. Jørgensen from 2002, based on the 
essential ideas of Ernesto Laclau and Chantal Mouffe, which are primarily presented in 
Hegemony and Socialist Strategy (1985/2001). 
The main work connected to our theoretical approach will be Gender Trouble (1990/99) 
by Judith Butler. Her gender theory will be used in order to investigate the assumption 
of female politicians and their performing role and it furthermore raises the question 
whether gender exists or if it is socially constructed. To discuss Butler’s theory Pierre 
Bourdieu and Robert Connell will be presented. This will be done in order to broaden 
the concept of gender theory, as well as present the history of gender and the 
stereotypical gender roles. 
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Chapter 1 
Motivation and theme 
The private sphere has become increasingly transparent in the public space. When we 
turn our attention to the media, whether it is reading a magazine or a newspaper or it is 
watching entertainment on TV, we cannot avoid being confronted by the private lives of 
politicians. Whether it is how Helle Thorning-Schmidt manages her political career on 
top of her domestic function or it is Ségolène Royal’s personal wardrobe - it is there. 
But who makes these demands on our politicians? Is this how the media chooses to 
focus on female politicians? Or are the women themselves performing a specific role to 
get the attention of the media? Is it because of certain demands that politicians are 
acting like they are? Or are they deliberately using the media to attain popularity and 
votes for upcoming elections? With the increase of tabloid magazines and a heightened 
interest in politicians, sportsmen and other celebrities, celebrity status is gained as soon 
as you have appeared on TV.  
 
Problem field 
Our initial interest dealt with the notion of the media and its role in representing 
politicians. We experienced a paradox1, in the need for politicians private lives being 
represented the way it has over the years. 
What quickly became apparent during our early research was the representation of 
female politicians, and the rather extensive amount of material involving female 
politicians talking about their private lives. Nevertheless, we did not want to conduct a 
project revolving around the notion of women being victims. We wished to break away 
from the angle focusing on women as being victimized by a male-dominated world, and 
instead we wanted to turn it around and focus on the women themselves and how they 
are partaking in constructing their own image.    
                                               
1
 A divergence from the norm, which also problematises existing perceptions (Olsen & Pedersen: 2005, p. 
29)   
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After having looked into our area of interest, we began discussing the role of gender in 
relation to our project. It seems more frequent that one would encounter female 
politicians talking about their private lives, rather than men doing so.   
Thus, we began reading about gender theories. As we got further into the research 
regarding gender, we found it to have relevance in regards to our problematic. We 
encountered the views of theorist, Judith Butler and found her work in reference to 
gender research inspiring and highly relevant. 
From our initial idea, concerning the role of the media, we shifted towards an 
investigation regarding the politician’s own role in the portrayal of themselves, and with 
an emphasis on the way they are performing their gender in the media. Though, it is 
important to stress that we did not choose to ignore the role of the media, but our main 
emphasis will be on the female politicians. 
 
Our research area acquired a great deal of empirical material, and we have chosen to 
conduct discourse analysis on four articles concerning female politicians, respectively 
from Denmark, Germany and Switzerland.    
What then is the significance of our research problem? And why should one be 
concerned with the investigation of the role of female politicians in their own 
representation and furthermore how they perform their own gender?  
We believe that by providing a discourse analysis of the articles we have chosen to 
incorporate in the project and furthermore an analysis connected to our theoretical 
foundation, we will be able to extrapolate a pattern as to how female politicians perform  
of their gender in the media. 
 
Problem formulation 
- How do female politicians perform their gender in the media – and how do 
they use the media to project a certain image? 
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Assumptions 
- Female politicians perform their gender in the media. 
- Female politicians are aware of the fact that they use their gender in the media. 
 
Research questions 
1. How do female politicians use their gender in the media? 
2. How is the topic of gender represented in the different articles? 
3. What role does the interviewer have in the portrayal of the female politicians? 
4. How do the interviewers present and reproduce the performance of the 
politician? 
5. Are the female politicians, in their performative role in the media, reproducing 
the stereotypical gender roles? 
6. Is there a difference between performances of the female politicians connected 
to geographical and political differences?   
 
Operationalisation 
Looking at the presented problem formulation; it is divided in two parts, which we will 
aim at answering. The following will give a clear insight to the reasons for the methods 
used to answer the problem formulation.  
The two parts are closely linked and thereby the answer to one of the questions will be 
dependent on the other and vise versa. The first link concerns how the female politicians 
are using the media, and especially how they are using their gender to perform. We 
believe that female politicians are aware of their representation in the media and 
therefore the word “perform” has been applied, which is also presented in the 
assumptions. 
This leads to the second part of the problem formulation stating that the female 
politicians are aware of their performance and their attempt to create a certain image or 
identity through the media. We see the second part of the problem formulation as being 
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a natural consequence of the first, since we as mentioned believe that the two are 
dependent. 
The media’s role is not listed in the problem formulation; hence we have assumed that 
the female politicians are aware of their act. But in order to raise some criticism and to 
include the media, the added research questions which goes more into depth with the 
media’s role, as well as gender perspectives. 
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Chapter 2 
The following will present the reader with a description of the methodological 
approaches and concerns of this project, as well as it will function as a clarification of 
the red thread in the project. 
 
Design of the project 
Chapter 1 presents the thought and ideas behind this project- and in particular the 
methods and philosophies used to accommodate the given problematic. The aim of the 
chapter is to clear up the problematic connected to our project and functions as an 
introduction. The problem formulation and its adjoining research question are also 
presented in this chapter.  
This chapter (Chapter 2) will consist of an overview of the methodological choices 
made throughout the process of writing this project, as well as the chosen theoretical 
and empirical approaches, and furthermore of the ones which have been excluded in the 
project, for various reasons. Lastly, an account of the philosophy of social science will 
be given.  
Chapter 3 involves an outline of Laclau & Mouffe’s discourse theory. Their theories 
will be presented with a focus on the practical approach. This will be done in order for 
the reader to see how the treatment of the empirical material included has been done in 
the project. The aim of this chapter will be to investigate the textual material and 
thereby examine the performance aspect of female politicians in the media.     
Chapter 4 will present the theoretical material, which will be made use of in our later 
analysis. The reader will be presented with a historical overview of gender in the media 
as well as an introduction to gender research throughout the years. Furthermore the 
views of Robert W. Connell along with our perception of stereotypical gender roles will 
be elaborated on. This will be done to investigate the role of gender in the past and 
furthermore how this has changed. It will further support our main theorist, Judith 
Butler’s work, by giving an account of how gender has been socially constructed in 
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society and the media. The chapter will also involve a presentation of Judith Butler, and 
her view upon gender in the modern society. Furthermore we will include views of 
Erving Goffman.   
In Chapter 5 the analysis will be presented, where the presented empirical material will 
be connected to the theory. The Chapter will try to give a thorough answer to both the 
problem formulation and the research questions. 
Chapter 6 will consist of a conclusion. This section will not involve any new aspects of 
the problematic, but rather present our main findings and conclusion with regards to the 
project. Lastly alternative perspectives will be presented where deliberations on other 
problem areas and aspects will be discussed. 
Additionally, the bibliography will be listed. Furthermore the four primary articles will 
be found in the back of the project report, while all other appendices and references are 
on the enclosed CD. 
 
Empirical material 
In this section we will present our empirical material, which we have used in the 
project. It consists of four articles from Denmark, Switzerland and Germany. In 
addition, we will present the sources from which the articles are derived from. The 
information will be rather specific, as we want to establish which readers the different 
magazines have and are aimed at. 
1. “Helle for at være statsminster”2 – Alt for damerne, Tine Bendixen, issue 24, 
2005  
2. “Man må gerne se andre sider af mig“3 – Alt for damerne, Mette Bennike, issue 
44, 1999  
 
 
                                               
2
 Translation:”Dibs on being Prime minister” 
3
 Translation: “Lene Espersen – You are welcome to see other sides of me” 
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3. “Die etwas andere Aussenministerin”4 – Emma, Christine Loriol & Alice 
Schwarzer. July/August 2006 
4. “Ist es schön, eine Frau zu sein”5 – Bild, Marion Horn & Julia Topar, 16th March  
2007  
 
Profiles 
Alt for Damerne 
Alt for Damerne is a weekly magazine, printed in more than 80.000 copies and read by 
more than 400.000 women each week. The primary target group of Alt for Damerne is 
the well-educated and independent woman, who enjoys the city and the life surrounding 
it.  Out of all Danish women in the age group of 20-39, 18% reads Alt for Damerne each 
week. Alt for Damerne stresses the fact that the traditional Alt for Damerne-reader is a 
trendy woman who has a cool style and is not afraid of mixing expensive clothes with 
cheaper clothes and hereby creates a unique style of her own. She is also a woman who 
does not compromise when it comes to her own health and food.  Alt for Damerne is 
supplemented by the web-page www.altfordamerne.dk which is updated more than 
weekly. As the profile indicates, politics is not traditionally a part of the magazine. (Alt 
for Damerne, Media Kit 07: Appendix/CD) 
 
Emma 
Emma is a political women’s magazine, which was founded by the journalist Alice 
Schwarzer, the most famous representative of the German women’s movement. Emma 
consists of 115 pages and it is a monthly magazine. The magazine has existed since 
1977 and its aim is to be more than just a magazine, it is also an information bureau for 
women. In addition to the articles and information Emma publishes, it is also 
                                               
4
 Translation: “Micheline Calmy-Rey, a certain special foreign minister.” 
5
 Translation: “Is it nice to be a woman?” 
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responsible for different protests; in 1977 Emma organized a protest against female 
genital mutilation.  
66% of German women and a third of the men know Emma. The magazine mainly 
focuses on equal rights between men and women. Today, Emma has the youngest, best 
educated and best earning readership compared to other German women magazines. 
48% of the readers have a university degree and the average age is 39 years. 56% of its 
readers has been reading the magazine for more than five years. 
There are no commercials in the magazine; Emma is financed only by its sales.6 
 
Bild.de 
Bild.de is the online version of the daily and weekly, German newspaper Bild. It was 
established in 1996 and had only four employees. Today, approximately one hundred 
people work at Bild.de in Berlin and Hamburg. It includes articles from Bild, which is 
the daily issue and Bild am Sonntag, which is weekly. Bild.de stands for attractive and 
exciting contents such as entertainment and action. A tabloid paper of the online version 
of Bild.de can be found in the daily printed version of Bild once a week. The printed 
version and the online version make up a so-called ‘cross-media platform’. Bild.de is 
Germany’s leading online magazine, which is based on a printed newspaper. In January 
2007, more than 558 million page impressions7 have been counted. This implies that the 
readership have increased around 60% within some months only. There are 
commercials on the web pages, and due to this, Bild.de can finance its costs.8 
 
This gives a general overview of the different media chosen for the analysis. There are 
several similarities, but also many differences between the presented media. Alt for 
Damerne and Emma both have women as their primary target group, whereas Bild does 
not emphasize on having specific male or female target group. Another point where Alt 
                                               
6
 http://emma.de/emmas_geschichte.html: 14th of May 2007, 16.15 
7
 A measure of how many times a webpage has been displayed 
8
 http://www.bild.t-online.de/BTO/corporate-site/unternehmen/unternehmen.html: 14th of May 2007, 
15.35 
The Political is Personal - Female European politicians in the media 
Group 5, Supervisor: Bodil Folke Frederiksen 
4th Semester Project, SIBII, RUC, Denmark 
 
Page 12 of 87 
 
for Damerne and Emma are similar is the fact that the magazines both have highly 
educated women as readers, whereas Bild does not mention the educational level of 
their readers. Where Alt for Damerne differs, not only from Emma but also from Bild is 
the focus on politics, which is not represented in Alt for Damerne, but to a certain extent 
in Bild and to a larger extent in Emma. 
 
Theoretical material 
In this section we will present which theoretical approaches and research methods we 
have chosen to include in the project. 
 The theoretical pillars of our project consist of the following: 
- Discourse theory by Laclau & Mouffe 
- Gender theory by Judith Butler    
 
In addition to these we have incorporated the theory of front- and backstage by Erving 
Goffman and Robert W. Connell’s view upon gender. We have furthermore included 
some of Butler’s critics, which will be presented later.    
 
Methodology 
There have been many considerations regarding the methodological approach of this 
project. The consideration whether to work subject oriented or problem oriented, 
deductively or inductively has been many, but since none of the mentioned 
methodological approaches seemed fitting, the decision of using abduction was made; 
with a problem-oriented approach to it.  
The project will draw on abduction also referred to as retroduction. When working 
retroductively the empirical and theoretical angle of a problem or investigation will 
follow each other, and one does not automatically lead to another as seen in deduction 
and induction. 
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The collected material involves four articles which will be interpreted through discourse 
analysis.  
 
The project embeds two disciplines; sociology and political science. The sociological 
approach can be seen in our use of methods and theory and furthermore through the 
social constructinist angle which the project is imbued with.  Our methods entail 
discourse theory by Laclau & Mouffe while our theory involves Judith Butler and 
gender theory along with Erving Goffman and Robert W. Connell. 
The political science approach is present throughout the project in different ways. The 
different women we have chosen to work with are all politicians who function in 
different countries and occupy different posts. Politicians are public figures, and this 
entails a certain role in the media as well as in the political system. The media is 
important in connection with political science as it has the task of mediating information 
from a macro level of society and make it available to the micro level of society. 
Politicians and the element of political behaviour are important. Politicians represent 
societal structures which are essential in maintaining the democratic societies we have 
in Europe. One of the chosen articles is from a political women’s magazine. Emma 
distinguishes itself by having a political interested and active readership.  
 
Delimitations 
Delimitations and critique of sources 
One of the primary concerns regarding this project was the challenge concerning 
language as we have both articles written in Danish and German. The reason for this 
concern was mainly the fact that not everyone in the group speaks both German and 
Danish. Our group consists of one fluent in German and two, who are fluent in Danish. 
This naturally gave us some challenge regarding the translations. This concern naturally 
led us to think about whether we should have chosen to work with English texts 
exclusively. The argument for not doing so is that we did not want to impede ourselves 
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by having to choose English written material only. The fact that two of the articles used 
in this project are Danish is because we have chosen to work with two Danish 
politicians. It was furthermore also these two politicians, Helle Thorning-Schmidt and 
Lene Espersen who spurred our interest at the initial stages of the project.   
The fact that the two other articles are German is only a coincidence, as we had also 
considered English and French articles, using e.g. the former Presidential candidate 
Ségolène Royale. 
Later, there will be a presentation of the politicians and their political status and 
furthermore which political system they have in the different countries, from which the 
politicians, we have chosen to work with, are from. The reason for not working in depth 
with this is the similarities between the political systems, due to close geographical 
scene of the countries. In the beginning of the process, we discussed whether or not we 
should include Hillary Clinton, as she could have been relevant, but we decided not to, 
as we wanted to concentrate on Europe, due to the similarities in the political systems. 
 
Theoretical delimitations 
This section is also concerned with delimitations, but with of a more concrete and 
theoretical angle.   
In regards to theoretical material, we have chosen to use a secondary work, which is 
Discourse analysis-as theory and methods by Phillips and Jørgensen. We have also 
utilized the joined work by Ernesto Laclau and Chantal Mouffe first published in 1985; 
Hegemony and Socialist Strategy – towards a radical democratic politics. We found 
that we could extract overall macro elements from Laclau & Mouffe’s work, and then 
work from the more operationalized version by Phillips and Jørgensen.   
We found it further validated as we use discourse theory more as a methodological tool 
than a theoretical approach. As the aim of the fourth semester is to strengthen the ability 
to use special, methodological and scientific theoretical approaches when analysing 
empirical data, we found it very relevant to attach importance to the practical analysis of 
the empirical material.  
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There is an important element that needs to be mentioned with regards to our use of 
discourse theory; the researcher can never be completely objective, as he or she always 
draws upon discourses. However, this is not something we can change, but rather relate 
to and be reflexive about. We are aware of our own pre-understandings and the 
discourses we take part in, but it seems incomprehensible to be explicit about all of 
them, as they are deeply embedded in individuals and society.   
Other theoretical approaches could have been incorporated, including Norman 
Fairclough’s work from 1995 Critical Discourse Analysis. The reason for Fairclough 
not being used as an analytical theoretical tool where mainly due to the highly practical 
relevance of Laclau & Mouffe’s discourse analysis and the advantages of this when 
operating on a textual level. 
Furthermore one could argue that it is a theoretical delimitation that we only operate 
with one work of Judith Butler. However, we believe that Gender Trouble, which is the 
work we have included, is the most essential with regards to our problematic, also when 
looking at the gender history. In addition to this, Gender Trouble was also the book 
which positioned Judith Butler as a central figure in queer theory9. 
 
Empirical delimitations 
In this section we will briefly touch upon the delimitations we have come across 
concerning our empirical findings. 
This project is founded in qualitative research, and therefore an obvious critique would 
be our lack of quantitative research methods. In the beginning of the process we 
discussed this aspect and deliberately decided to focus on qualitative methods. We 
could have conducted surveys on the perception of the female politicians in the public, 
but this was not relevant in regards to the aim of the project, as we are interested in how 
they use their gender in the media, rather than how the public perceives them. 
Furthermore we had some difficulties when writing the introductions to the different 
magazines, which have been done in order to familiarize the reader with the media. 
                                               
9
 A theory concerned with sexuality and identity which has many of its roots in Foucauldian thinking 
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Print run for the newspaper Bild (the printed version) has been difficult to get a hold of, 
as it is not accessible at their webpage, but we managed to get some information 
regarding page impressions instead. 
 
Validity 
Reliability and validity are important criteria in assessing the quality of a given research 
material, however, there have been discussions as to how this should be done in 
reference to qualitative research. Obviously, it would be easier to assess the project if 
the basis had been quantitative research, as measurement would be a major occupation 
within quantitative research. In Social Research Methods by Alan Bryman, there is an 
introduction of four criteria for evaluating qualitative research.  It deals with external 
reliability, internal reliability, internal validity and external validity. (Bryman, 2001. p. 
273) 
External reliability: this point deals with the possibility of replication, but this is a very 
hard criteria to meet, as it is very difficult to “freeze” a social study. A way to do this is 
to adopt a similar social role to that adopted by the original researcher. (Bryman, 2001. 
P. 273) 
In this relation, Stanley Fish, an American literary theorist talks about the interpretive 
community. He takes a strong view of the social construction of reality, and believes 
that knowledge is always socially conditioned. He argues that reality and thoughts are 
conditioned by the community in which you take part. He goes on to say that for 
replication to be possible, the community which are replicating the original research, 
must share the same categories of understanding and perception as the original 
researchers.10     
Our group as a community share characteristics as being female, students, Caucasian 
etc. For the research to be replicated successfully, a community must share our reality 
and understandings. 
                                               
10
 http://www.cultsock.ndirect.co.uk/MUHome/cshtml/media/interpde.html: 7th of June 2007, 11.56 
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Discourse theory by Laclau and Mouffe, which is our method for analyzing the articles 
chosen is rather occupied with what they refer to as the impossible society; this refers to 
society not being a fixed entity, and this is relevant to the external reliability, and the 
notion of it being very hard to see a social study as a fixed element. This is applicable to 
many aspects of the social sciences.   
Internal reliability: this deals with the situation with more than one researcher. There 
should be some sort of agreement between members of the research team about what 
they see and hear (Bryman, 2001. p. 273). The way we have gone about this, is to have 
open discussions about how we were going to conduct the adaptation of empirical 
material. We tried to be aware of our own pre-understandings and the discourses we 
brought with us. 
Internal validity: this deals with whether or not there is a good match between 
observations and theory. (Bryman, 2001. P. 273)  
We argue that in our project there is a good balance between empirical material and 
theory. Discourse theory is used to deconstruct the discourses drawn upon in the 
articles, and then we make use of our theoretical basis with Judith Butler as our main 
theorist to analyze the results we have come to. By doing so, our aim is to thoroughly 
answer our proposed problem formulation. 
External validity: this refers to the degree to which findings can be generalized across 
various social settings. This obviously poses a problem as our research field is an 
extract of a larger social setting. However, this is related to much qualitative research, 
and furthermore social science as a field as it deals with human relation and society 
which are not fixed variables.   
 
Alternative theoretical approach 
In this section we will just briefly touch upon alternative theory, which could have been 
included in the project. This will not be further elaborated on and thereby it will not be 
used in the analysis. Here it will be used to illuminate the possible alternative theoretical 
approaches which could have been used in order to create another angle of the project. 
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As stated earlier our main theorist will be Judith Butler and her gender theory, 
supported by Erving Goffman, Pierre Bourdieu and Robert Connell. Other theories that 
could have been used and supported the project, especially regarding the media aspect 
of the presented problem.  
The German sociologist Niklas Luhmann and his The Reality of the Mass Media could 
have been useful regarding the idea of the media creating a specific identification and 
reality. This could have been useful in regards to why the woman would want to use the 
media to create a certain image. This could also have been discussed regarding the idea 
of the “News-criteria” formulated and described by Johan Galtung and Einar Østgaard 
in the 1960s which would have given the perspective with the identification-role of the 
female politicians and their performance, as well as their use of media. This could also 
have affected an answer to the question of why the media are presenting the female 
politicians as they are.  
We could also have included the theory of sense-making methodology by Brenda 
Dervin; a theory which deals with mediation between sender and receiver. For a 
communication process to be successful there must be a will, both by the sender 
and the receiver of the message, to be a part of a joint conversation. Messages 
that do not relate to the reality of the receiver will be in danger of being 
rejected. This could have been done if our focus had been more about the 
politician’s image and how it should be mediated to the public. 
 
Philosophies of Social Science 
The following section will look at and discuss the scientific approach in relation to the 
philosophy of social science. The basis for all scientific approaches is built on the idea 
and concept of a philosophical element, which questions how the world is constructed 
and appears, but also how knowledge is produced. 
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Our project will have a strong line of hermeneutic and social constructionist thought. 
Here, it is important to distinguish between social constructionism11 and social 
constructivism12.  
Our philosophical angle will be intensified and reinforced by the idea and position of 
our main theorist; Judith Butler, who is a post-structuralist and also in our methods 
used, which will consist of discourse analysis. The philosophy of social science’s 
approach chosen for this project will be discussed in regards to the problem 
formulation, the methodological approach and the theory chosen.  
 
When working within social constructionism and hermeneutics, the understanding of 
the empirical research and the social facts surrounding it, are essential. According to 
Hermeneutics the world cannot be interpreted, and thereby understood without gaining 
or losing meaning according to the filter or discourse which it goes through. These 
entail understandings and pre-understandings. Hermeneutics can be described as the 
attempt or ability to look at social life and the so-called “filters” that knowledge goes 
through- this is not only from the perspective of the researcher but the receiver is also 
important. (Delanty & Strydom: 2003, p. 85-98). 
 
Social constructionism has its roots in post-structuralism, which is a critical approach to 
universalized theories such as Marxism and psychoanalysis (Phillips and Jørgensen, 
1999. P. 15). Social constructionists seek to uncover the truth about the world and see 
the world as a result of social, historical and cultural depositing. The idea behind social 
constructionism is that the social world is created through social interaction in human 
being’s every day life and is based on an anti-essentialistic13 concept, with no objective 
truth. This implies that the physical world acquires meaning through discourse. Through 
language, we are being confronted with different interpretations of the world and 
thereby different meanings and views on reality and the social world. Reality is only 
                                               
11
 It has primary focus on the relation and social processes as well as language which creates knowledge 
and society 
12
 It is concerned with the same elements of social constructionism, but also takes in the aspect of culture.  
13
 There are no limits to what things and relations can be 
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available to us through the use of constructed categories. The subjective element of 
language creates the meaning of human being’s individual world and identity reflection. 
Thereby the social world is constituted through language, and thereby the language and 
construction of meaning are both determined and determining social relation and 
historical context.  
By arguing that everything is constructed through social interaction and language it 
presupposes the world as being constantly dynamic and constantly changing, where 
each individual change and creates meaning and opinion. Discourse is thereby socially 
determined just as the social world and society is created discursively. (Phillips & 
Jørgensen: 2000, pp. 4-6) 
When using discourse analysis as the main empirical material in our project, one has to 
argue why discourse is relevant in reference to our specific problematic. Discourse 
analysists argue that discourse constitute the horizon of human beings and be that 
determine people’s scope of actions. Human beings can only act within their own 
horizon of understanding, and by that discourse is delimiting human beings option of 
actions. When making use of discourse analysis the researcher must always try to be 
aware of the surrounding discourses. Discourse analysis is an attempt to map out 
discourses through deconstruction and by looking at specific words and specific terms 
in greater social contexts. 
Social constructionism is a generic term for a new line of theories, and discourse 
analysis is only one of these. Discourse analysis is very important in relation to our 
project as we try to deconstruct the discourses used by the female politicians, and 
thereby try to map out the ay they perform their gender.  
In the recent years, the list of phenomenon’s, which are considered as socially 
constructed, has increased. Gender is one of these phenomenon’s which more see as 
socially constructed. As we have put emphasis on gender in relation to our problematic 
our project is very much imbued with Social constructionism. 
The ontological considerations of the project relates to constructivism rather than 
objectivism. This brings about the condition where social phenomenons are questioned 
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rather than a pre-given. In addition to social phenomenon’s being constructed they are 
also in constant revision. The project has its foundation in the notion of social “reality” 
being constructed through actors and their communication and interaction. (Bryman: 
2004, p. 16) 
We argue for the constructivist angle by, among other things, making use of discourse 
analysis as a methodological tool. By analyzing our empirical data, we have come to see 
that the social actors, the politicians and the journalists, are constructing reality in 
interacting with each other. Together they present different discourses which are made 
up through communication.   
 
Epistemology 
Epistemology attends to knowledge and knowledge production within different fields. 
Furthermore, it deals with the question whether natural and social science can make use 
of the same equal research methods. (Bryman: 2004, p. 11)  
The projects focus might be considered as interpretivism, as it deals with the social 
world in specific, which cannot be ranked alongside with the natural sciences: “It is 
predicated upon the view that strategy is required that respects the differences between 
people and the objects of the natural sciences and therefore requires the social scientist 
to grasp the subjective meaning of social action.” (Bryman: 2004, p. 13). This entails 
an alternative to positivist thinking, which can take into considerations differences 
between individuals and try to grasp the subjective meaning of social action.   
In our projects case the components of the social world being investigated are female 
politicians and their behaviour with an addition of the media’s partaking in the portrayal 
of the mentioned politicians.  
 
Alternative Philosophies of Social Science 
Since most philosophies are places within different frames and paradigms, one must 
remember and acknowledge the fact that a separation and thereby also a comparison 
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between them are almost impossible. But since we are working within hermeneutics, 
one could say that the opposite of that approach would be positivism, which would have 
given a totally other problematic. Positivist would seek to explain the world as it 
appears with the belief that there is one given truth and the belief that scientific 
knowledge is the most reliable knowledge. Thereby positivist would argue that 
knowledge can only be produced by quantitative data, rather than qualitative. Since our 
problematic would not have been solved only using quantitative data and rejecting 
emotions, thought and needs, the idea of working with positivism was not obvious.  
The approach of critical realism or critical theory could have been considered, due to 
the more practical approach, compared to hermeneutics, and still less statistically than 
positivism. 
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Chapter 3 
The following will be a theoretical and methodological introduction to discourse 
analysis, with the use of Laclau & Mouffe’s discourse analysis. This will be presented 
mainly using Marianne W. Jørgensen and Louise Phillips’s book Discourse Analysis – 
as theory and method (2002). This section will also consist of a practical approach, with 
a presentation of specific methods to discourse analysis.  
After the presentation of discourse theory, discourse analysis of the four articles will 
follow. To try to determine how and to what extent female politicians perform their 
gender in the media, the discourse theory by Laclau & Mouffe has shown to be quite a 
useful instrument when working on a textual level. By conducting discourse analysis it 
is possible to de-naturalise meaning in a text so that we do not take the content and the 
construction for granted. As our main thesis is that female politicians’ perform their 
gender in the media, our emphasis in the discourse analysis has been on respectively the 
public and the private personality. 
 
Discourse analysis 
This section will consist of discourse analyses on articles from Denmark, Switzerland 
and Germany. The discourse analysis will in this project mainly present the 
methodological approach, which is relevant according to the social constructionist 
angle. The focus will be on performance and we will try to illuminate this by making 
use of discourse analysis. 
 
We construct our lives through talk, interpretation and discussions. When stating that 
everything is constructed through these elements above, it implies that nothing is pre-
determined and everything can be altered. This is the basic notion of discourse analysis 
and discourses in general. Discourse analysis is neither fixed nor of a more tangible 
character. Therefore it is quite complex to fully get an overview of discourse analysis.  
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Discourse analysis is a tool to analyze and through that identify various patterns, 
through which we understand it in a greater context. Due to the more intangible 
construction of discourse analysis, a clear definition might be hard to fully comprehend. 
Philip and Jørgensen describe it as “A particular way of talking about and 
understanding the world (or an aspect of the world)” (Jørgensen & Phillips 2002, p. 1) 
 
Laclau & Mouffe’s discourse theory 
We have chosen to direct our focus on discourse analysis according to Laclau & 
Mouffe’s work regarding a practical methodological approach. The reason for this 
methodological choice is the fact that our emphasis is on the textual level, and discourse 
theory complements this approach very well. The aim will be to give an account of the 
texts included in this project, and finally to discuss the image being presented in these in 
relation to Judith Butler’s theories.  
The run through of the approach by Laclau & Mouffe will be quite cursorily. The reason 
for this is both the fact that several articles will be incorporated to shed light on our 
problematic, but also because discourse analysis is not the main theoretical approach, 
but primarily a methodological tool.  
 
Discourse Analysis – as theory and Method by Jørgensen & Phillips is focusing on 
Laclau & Mouffe’s discourse theory and presents its readers with a well-arranged 
overview of discourse analysis. Naturally this book will be referred to in the following 
account of discourse analysis, but where ever it is possible the original literature will be 
taking into use.  
Discourse theory take its starting point in stating that peoples way of seeing the world 
and the discourses surrounding them are not neutral, but is a reflection of the specific 
surroundings and social relations. Discourse or talk is not something which make up a 
perfect reflection of our world, but more something which creates and changes it 
actively. (Jørgensen & Phillips, 2002, p. 1-2)  
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Furthermore it intends to carry out critical research. This means, that Laclau & Mouffe 
aim to formulate normative perspectives, which possibly direct a critique of power 
relations in society – this with possibilities for social changes in mind.(Jørgensen & 
Phillips: 2002, p.2) 
 
Laclau & Mouffe’s thoughts are frequently referred to as post-Marxist. They were both 
politically active in the social and student movements throughout the 1960s. Inspired by 
Antonio Gramsci, they reject the Marxist notion of economic determinism and the idea 
of class struggle being the single crucial antagonism in society. They distance 
themselves from Marxism as they do not ascribe the same meaning to the economy, as 
Marx did. Instead they argue for a democracy of agonistic pluralism, which implies that 
all antagonisms can be expressed. (Jørgensen & Phillips: 2002, p. 26) 
According to discourse theory, everything is constructed by or made up of discourses. 
Social phenomena are never complete or total - meanings can not be fixed, they are 
always unsettled and changeable. Due to these two reasons, there is a constant struggle 
to define terms like society and identity. (Jørgensen & Phillips: 2002, p. 25)  
 
The above mentioned implies that no discourse is permanent nor closed. A key notion in 
discourse theory is discursive struggle which entails different discourses with different 
meanings and understandings of the world. All these discourses are in constant struggle 
in order to achieve hegemony. In this context hegemony is referred to as the discourse 
which has achieved the most dominant position in a specific area. (Jørgensen & 
Phillips: 2002, p. 25) 
In continuation of the above, Laclau & Mouffe introduces the concept of the impossible 
society. This does not entail that society does not exist, but it means, that society should 
not be interpreted as a fixed entity, but as an entity which only gains meaning through 
discourses and articulation. This leaves language as a central part in discourse theory 
and it is through articulation that certain practices acquire meaning. By means of the 
articulate practice discourses are constantly changed and reproduced. 
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Laclau & Mouffe in practice 
Central to Laclau & Mouffe’s discourse theory is the terms moments and elements. 
When trying to establish which discourses a specific text draws upon it is necessary to 
deconstruct the discourse.  
Moments are the signs inside the discourse which have a unilateral meaning and about 
which there is an agreement. These moments thus constitutes the foundation of the 
discourse by excluding other meanings of these. 
Elements are the signs which are articulated in different ways within the discourse; 
those signs which meanings are not fixed yet because there are ambiguous 
understandings of their meaning.    
 
Meaning will always, to a large extent, be temporary and floating. Discourses aim at 
freezing the meaning of the signs in a structural chain. In discourse theory this is 
referred to as a chain of equivalence.  
The signs, which fix the meanings of the discourses, Laclau & Mouffe calls nodal 
points: 
“A discourse is formed by the partial fixation of meaning around certain 
nodal points. A nodal point is a privileged sign around which the other 
signs are ordered; the other signs acquire their meaning from their 
relationship to the nodal point.” (Jørgensen & Phillips: 2002, p. 26) 
It is important to note that a discourse easily can contain several nodal points around 
which the other signs acquire their meanings in relation to. As seen in the statement 
above, the nodal points have a privileged status and are therefore important to recognize 
in order to carry out a discourse analysis. Nodal points are at the same time floating 
signifiers, which imply that different discourses compete in filling them in with 
meaning in one particular way. This can be seen in reference to the discourses in 
society, which struggles to achieve hegemony. 
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Discourse Analysis on the four chosen articles 
This section will as mentioned consist of discourse analysis on the four articles. The 
articles will be presented in the following order: 
1. Helle Thorning-Schmidt, leader of the Social Democratic Party in Denmark 
2. Lene Espersen, Minister of Justice in Denmark 
3. Michelle Calmy-Rey, Foreign Minister in Switzerland 
4. Angela Merkel, Chancellor in Germany 
Each analysis will consist of a short summary of the content of the article presented. A 
presentation of the given media of the articles has already been touched upon in Chapter 
2 and therefore further presentation will not be given in the following.
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”Helle for at blive statsminister”: Alt for Damerne 2005 
Article on the leader of the Social Democratic Party in Denmark; Helle Thorning-
Schmidt  
 
(photo from the official Social Democratic webpage; www.socialdemokraterne.dk) 14 
 
Summary of the article on Helle Thorning-Schmidt 
38-year old Helle Thorning-Schmidt is rather inexperienced when it comes to 
Christiansborg; she entered the EU-parliament in 1999. In 2003 she tried to stand for 
election, but did not succeed. At the election the 8th of February 2005 she was elected 
and the day after she announced her candidacy as chairman for the Social Democrats. 
She believed that she was the best candidate, but says that it took a lot of courage 
making the decision.  
Helle Thorning-Schmidt grew up in Ishøj, her father taught at a business school and her 
mother was an office manager in an insurance company. Her parents got divorced when 
Helle Thorning-Schmidt was 10 years old, and with her mother and two siblings she 
moved into an apartment.  
                                               
14
 http://socialdemokraterne.dk/default.aspx?site=hellethorning-
schmidt&func=article.view&menuAction=selectClose&menuID=98019&id=94030; 22nd of May 2007, 
21.09 
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As a teenager Helle Thorning-Schmidt was occupied with equality between men and 
women, racism and the rights of children. The red threat was that the majority should 
treat the minority properly, and it was therefore natural for Helle Thorning-Schmidt to 
choose the Social Democrat. She was raised with a belief stating you can do anything 
you want to. Helle Thorning-Schmidt’s father always told that she could be the prime 
minister if she wished, and Helle Thorning-Schmidt thinks she will be one day. Helle 
Thorning-Schmidt is very critical towards herself and believes it to be necessary. 
Helle Thorning-Schmidt met her husband, Stephen Kinnock at the European college in 
1992. Stephen Kinnocks father is Neil Kinnock, former head of the English Labour 
Party. Being a part of Stephen’s family has made Helle Thorning-Schmidt become 
calmer regarding the job she is possessing. She knows and recognizes that she holds a 
powerful office, but it does not give her a kick, she says. Stephen Kinnock is a 
programme manager at British Counsel and in September his base is being moved to 
Russia (at the time when the article was written), so he will only come home for the 
weekend. However, Helle Thorning-Schmidt controls the chairmanship and the 
domestic front, but is presently looking for an au-pair.  
Helle says that she also works at home, and says that it is about coordination, since it is 
the first time, a woman with the primary care for two children, is the head of the Social 
Democrats.  
Helle Thorning-Schmidt knows it’s important to nurture her relationship with her 
husband, unfortunately there’s not enough time, but they try – it is organised romance, 
but it is necessary. Helle is proud of the development within the Social Democrats, with 
many women possessing powerful posts and a rejuvenated composition. When it is time 
for the photographer to take the pictures for the article Helle Thorning-Schmidt makes 
her way to the mirror to correct her make-up and renew her lipstick.  
Helle Thorning-Schmidt is very aware of her style and has the courage to show her 
appreciation of clothes. She believes that all women have the right to be feminine, and 
that all people should dress the way they want to. She does not see an antagonistic 
relationship between being a Social Democrat and enjoying luxury. 
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Discourse analysis on “Helle for at være statsminister” 
The article presents an articulation of different discourses and therefore entails 
interdiscusivity. The two overall discourses are the private and political discourse. 
Several sub-discourses can then be placed within the frame of the larger discursive 
framework.  
The discourses presented in the article are: private discourse, political discourse, fashion 
discourse, romantic discourse ad commercial discourse.  
The nodal points in this article are Helle Thorning-Schmidt as respectively a private 
person and a political person. These nodal points are privileged signs, which all the 
other signs in the article relate to.  
When Helle talks about her parents being divorced it achieves meaning through the 
nodal point; “Helle as a private person”.: 
“- Tag dagen i går. Jeg var herinde fra morgenstunden, men jeg var nødt 
til at cykle til Østerbro klokken 15, fordi jeg skulle til forældresamtale. Det 
skal jo ordnes. Det tog en halv time, men jeg lod, som om det tog en time, 
jeg snød simpelthen, for så havde jeg lige en halv time for mig selv på 
strøget, så jeg kunne kigge efter en bryllupsgave – jeg skal til bryllup på 
Sicilien – og på nogle nye sko, jeg havde set. De havde dem desværre ikke 
i min størrelse… Bagefter kom jeg tilbage hertil og var her nogle timer. Så 
kom Steve og børnene herind, vi spiste sammen og gik op på kontoret og 
spiste flødeboller, mens jeg ordnede nogle samtaler, og så tog vi hjem 
sammen klokken halv ni.”15 (Bendixen: 2005) 
                                               
15
 Translation: “Take the day yesterday. I was at the office from the morning, but I had to take my bike to 
Østerbro at 3 o’clock, because I had a school-parent conversation. That has to be done. It took half an 
hour, but I pretended it took 1 hour, I purposely cheated, then I would have 30 minutes alone at ”Strøget”, 
which gave me time to look for a wedding gift- I’m going to a wedding in Sicily – and to look at some 
new shoes, I had my eyes on. Unfortunately they didn’t have them in my size…. Afterwards I went back 
to the office and stayed there a couple of hours. Then Steve and the children came, and we had dinner 
together and afterwards went up to the office to have snowballs, while I did some phone calls, and then 
we went home together 8.30 pm.“ 
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When Helle Thorning-Schmidt is finding it relevant to talk about her workday, and how 
she manages to both look good, take care of her family and her job, the reader comes to 
know that she also has to unwind sometimes and add in a short break from work, due to 
the school-parent conversation.  
She explains how she makes time to buy a wedding present, and to look at a pair of 
shoes, this makes her identifiable with the reader16. It leaves the impression that she is 
not the type who works from early morning until late evening, and thereby adds on a 
more human aspect. Helle Thorning-Schmidt also needs to take care of her family, just 
like every other hard working mother. She has to eat, buy presents and is drawn by 
materialistic needs such as a pair of new shoes17. All these things refer to Helle 
Thorning-Schmidt’s private discourse and her as a “normal” woman, with a primary job 
as a mother and wife. This is a relevant point in regards to the readers of Alt for 
Damerne as it gives them a high level of identification with her as a private person. This 
will be dealt with later in the chapter as we will elaborate on the role Helle Thorning-
Schmidt plays and how she performs her gender 
When the interviewer writes that Helle Thorning-Schmidt tells the photographer that he 
can not take a photo while she is putting on lipstick, the interviewer is explaining this 
reaction with her private sphere being infringed: “Øjeblikket er for privat”18 (Bendixen: 
2005). This does not comply with Helle Thorning-Schmidt’s previous open-mindedness 
regarding more private things such as looking at shoes and where she eats dinner with 
her family. Another, and probably more likely reason for this, is that electors and 
colleges, very quickly could draw the assumption of her being a “painted doll”. It would 
simply show a vain person, and could easily be a photo that would be used over and 
over again. This scenario has been seen with the photo of Lene Espersen as a radiator 
mascot where she exhibits herself in a rather untraditional role. This photo has been 
highlighted several times - primarily because it does not comply with the traditional 
view of a politician.  This is an example of photos being, in certain contexts, much more 
powerful than words.  
                                               
16
 See profile of Alt for Damerne in chapter 2  
17
 In this context it is important to know that many of the Social Democrats and their electors, has found 
Helle Thorning-Schmidt and her liking exclusive clothes hard to connect with the traditional Social 
Democratic norms and values 
18
 Translation: “The moment is to private” 
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”Helle for at være statsminister” has a high level of interdiscursivity. Above is 
mentioned several example of her private discourse and how it is articulated in several 
contexts. The fashion-discourse is also relevant, and is closely linked with the private-
discourse: “- Jeg var en helt speciel afart af hippie blandet med noget chick-agtigt! En 
hippie med skulderpuder”19 (Bendixen: 2005). 
Helle Thorning-Schmidt is as stated very fond of clothes, and quickly got the nickname 
“Gucci-Helle”20, which is also drawn upon in the text: “Hun er iført skjortebluse, […] 
Ikke en Gucci-taske I sigte”21 (Bendixen: 2005). The way the journalist presents this 
reminds the reader of Helle Thorning-Schmidt’s nickname and somewhat reproduces 
and maintains her in that role.   
Some might question her being so open-minded when it comes to her clothes, her 
spending and her private life in general. The interviewer is commenting on it 
unconsciously, when she is explaining why Helle Thorning-Schimidt is reluctant to 
have her photo taken while putting on make-up: “Vejen til politisk success er nu om 
dage brolagt med kontrol, imageopbygning og spindoktorer, der sørger for, at finkerne 
ikke ryger af fadet. Ikke desto mindre står Helle Thorning-Schmidt åbenlyst ved sin 
glæde ved tøj.”22 (Bendixen: 2005). In this quote, the interviewer implies that even 
though Helle Thorning-Schmidt is surrounded by control and spin-doctors, she is still 
open-minded regarding her enjoyment when it comes to clothes. Unconsciously the 
interviewer is judging her- and raises the assumption that Helle Thorning-Schmidt is 
rejecting advice regarding her outspoken statements on her clothes.  
 
                                               
19
 Translation: “I was a special subspecies: hippie mixed with something chick-like! A hippie with 
shoulder pads.” 
20
 ”Gucci-Helle” is referring to a specific Gucci-bag that Helle Thorning-Schmidt was carrying in the 
beginning of her Danish political career. In the last couple of years, her style has been less “exclusive”. 
21
 Translation: “she is wearing a shirt, […] Not a Gucci-bag in sight” 
22
 Translation: “Nowadays the road to political success is filled with control, building up an image and 
spin-doctors, which makes sure that they don’t make any mistakes.  None the less Helle Thorning-
Schmidt is very open-minded with her liking of fashion.” (cannot be directly translated as it is a Danish 
adage) 
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The commercial discourse is often linked to the more political sections of the article. 
When e.g. Helle Thorning-Schmidt says “Det bygger på den ekstreme selvfølelse, vi har 
som socialdemokrater…”23 (Bendixen: 2005) it almost sounds like a political speech, 
where she is trying to tout the Social Democratic message. By making use of the word 
“we” she is personifying herself and her party.  
 
It is hard so find something that solely refers to Helle Thorning-Schmidt as a political 
figure. Naturally the case is that the chosen article is from a woman’s magazine, and not 
a political magazine. 
The interviewer is trying to give the reader some insight to the political life of Helle 
Thorning-Schmidt, but every time there is something with regards to politics in the text 
the private discourse is interweaved: “Vel ankommet til Vega, hvor socialdemokraterne 
fulgte valgets gang, gik hun på talerstolen iført velsiddende tweeddragt og de 
uundværlige højhælede og sang til sidst for på “Når jeg ser et rødt flag smælde”. Hun 
sang godt”24 (Bendixen: 2005).  
Even though Helle Thorning-Schmidt has just been elected chairman of the social 
democrats, as the first female in Danish history, the fashion discourse is still an element 
in this specific context. Actually the interviewer finds it more interesting to comment on 
her heels and her singing than on the attainment Helle Thorning-Schmidt has achieved. 
In this example the interviewer draws on stereotypical gender roles, by emphasising 
Helle Thorning-Schmidt’s high heels and singing. 
 
Intertwined in the private discourse, a smaller discourse, and much more private 
discourse is present: the romantic discourse. “For halvandet år siden tog vi til Venedig 
en weekend, og det lever vi højt på meget længe”25 (Bendixen: 2005). Helle Thorning-
                                               
23
 Translation: “It builds on the extreme self-perception, we as Social Democrats has…” 
24
 Tranlation: “Well arrived at Vega (a nightclub/concerthall in Copenhagen), where the Social 
Democrats follewed the election, she attended the rostrum wearing a well-fitting tweed-suit and the 
indispensable high heels and led the singing of ”Når jeg ser et rødt flag smælde”. She sang well.” (“Når 
jeg ser et rødt flag smælde” is a traditional blue-collar worker song. Written in 1923 by Oskar Hansen.) 
25
 Translation: “About a year and a half we took a weekend-trip to Venice, that is something that we have 
lived highly on for some time now” 
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Schmidt is, as seen within the private discourse, trying to identify herself with the 
reader and is explaining how she and her husband are getting their relationship to 
function.  
Without question, the most dominating discourse in the article is the private discourse. 
It is also through such discourse that Helle Thorning-Schmidt and the interviewer are 
creating an identity; “Gangen er selvsikker, håret løst, ansigtet åbent. Hun er sexet på 
en klassisk måde.”26 (Bendixen: 2005). At the same time the article constructs a more 
professional identity; ”38-årige Helle Thorning-Schmidt er temmelig ”grøn” på 
Christiansborg. Hun kom i EU-Parlamentet i 1999.”27 (Bendixen: 2005). Within the 
professional identity, the interviewer is more sceptical towards her interviewee, when 
referring to her as “grøn”. 
 
As mentioned latter the article also draws upon a personification, where the reader can 
identify herself with Helle Thorning-Schmidt. “Det roder altså også hjemme hos 
os…Og lad nu være med at fremstille mig som en superkvinde.”28 (Bendixen: 2005). 
This leaves the reader with the perception of Helle Thorning-Schmidt being like every 
other hard-working woman, and creates a seemingly equal establishment with the 
reader. This is very much related to the performance, which will be discussed later on. 
                                               
26
 Translation: “The walk is confident, the hair is loose, the face is open. She is sexy in the classic way.” 
27
 Translation: “38 year old Helle Thorning-Schmidt is fairly inexperienced on Christiansborg. She was 
elected for the EU-Parliament in 1999.” 
28
 Translation: “It is also messy at our house… And please don’t picture me as a superwoman.” 
The Political is Personal - Female European politicians in the media 
Group 5, Supervisor: Bodil Folke Frederiksen 
4th Semester Project, SIBII, RUC, Denmark 
 
Page 35 of 87 
 
”Lene Espersen - Man må gerne se andre sider af mig”: Alt for Damerne 1999 
Article on the Minister of Justice (Conservatives) in Denmark; Lene Espersen 
 
(photo from the official Conservatives webpage www.konservative.dk)29 
 
Summary of the article on Lene Espersen 
Lene Espersen is known for appearing in untraditional photos, and therefore Alt for 
Damerne had her choose five photos with a special meaning for her. 
She says that she has no regrets with regards to the photos which has been taken of her, 
but is aware that they may have appeared provocative.  
The first picture presented is one of Lene Espersen and her husband Danny Feltmann 
running a Marathon. Lene Espersen has run the marathon three times before and she 
thinks that sports gives her energy and even though she is busy, she has forced herself to 
plan her life, so she will be able to play sports. By running the marathon Lene Espersen 
has found, that she is stronger and tougher than she thought, and believes that this can 
be used in her political life-when you are under a lot of pressure, you have an inner 
strength, she says. Lene Espersen dreams of running the New York Marathon, and says 
that it will probably take a great deal of persuasion to get her husband to do it again.  
The second picture presented is a picture of Lene Espersen as a child (entitled the 
school-girl) where Lene Espersen explains that she was a bit of a paragon of virtue, who 
                                               
29http://www.konservative.dk/modules.php?op=modload&name=News&file=article&mode=thread&orde
r=0&thold=0&sid=1618; 23rd of May 2007, 11.32 
 
The Political is Personal - Female European politicians in the media 
Group 5, Supervisor: Bodil Folke Frederiksen 
4th Semester Project, SIBII, RUC, Denmark 
 
Page 36 of 87 
 
always did her homework and did what the teachers told her to. She goes on to say that 
when she graduated she received a prize for diligence. 
The third picture in the article is on Lene Espersen’s wedding day showing her in her 
wedding dress with her husband by her side. Lene Espersen and her husband have 
known each other for years as friends, but their feelings evolved and they began a 
relationship. From the beginning they were both aware about each others careers, and 
which deprivations they would have to live with. The pillar of their relationship, Lene 
Espersen says, is mutual respect.  
The fourth picture is entitled “the pin-up” and shows Lene Espersen in a tight dress by 
the shoreline. Espersen says that she believes that it is important to talk about having a 
media-profile, and how easy it is to be categorised a stupid blond. She thinks that 
politicians have to be careful that they do not take themselves too seriously. She goes on 
to say that to be seen and be able to compete with the flow of information, you have to 
be more human and give something more of yourself, and that is why Lene Espersen 
sometimes participate in something not related to politics-to let people see other sides of 
her and her personality. She also believes that there are gender-issues involved, and 
feels that women having a career should maintain their femininity. Women should not 
have to change and look un-sexy to be taken seriously. Women and men are different 
and have different things to offer. 
The fifth and last picture portrays Lene Espersen sitting on a rock, with the wind 
blowing in her hair, holding a fish. She chose this picture because fish means a lot to 
her. She grew up in Hirtshals in the north of Jutland. She says that she is very aware of 
not loosing foothold, and therefore she comes to northern Jutland every Monday to visit 
nursing homes, schools etc. 
In addition, there is a part in the article which has the heading “Lene i stikord”30. This 
addition to the article provides the reader with a short overview of Lene Espersen and 
what she thinks in regards to things such as; power and sex, philosophy of life, children, 
girlfriends and politics and inferiority complexes. 
 
                                               
30
 Translation: “Lene in cue-words” 
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Discourse Analysis on “Lene Espersen – man må gerne se andre sider af mig” 
The article presents Lene Espersen in different situations and provides us with another 
aspect, than the traditional political one, which is usually related to a political identity. 
Lene Espersen was asked to pick out five photos that are special and have meaning for 
her: “Vi bad hende vælge fem billeder, der har en særlig mening for hende”31 (Bennike: 
1999). 
The article begins with Lene Espersen stating that she is aware of how she has been 
presented in the media “Jeg har aldrig fortrudt nogen af de billeder, jeg har lavet. Men 
jeg er klar over, at nogle af dem har virket meget provokerende på folk”32 (Bennike: 
1999). By this statement Lene Espersen acknowledges the fact that some people may 
find her way of presenting herself and her political identity too controversial for her as 
conservative33 politician. This view is being confirmed in the next line, where the 
interviewer exposes her own prejudices illustrated in her choice of words and grammar 
“Siger kvinden, der røg på forsiden af dagbladet Information34 som køler-figur – ja på 
en bil - …”35 (Bennike: 1999). The interviewer is confirming the prejudice, which is the 
general notion today, by explicitly stating “…ja på en bil…”36 this creates the basis for 
the reader to picture the actual situation positioning Lene Espersen on top of a car. 
In the beginning, the interviewer expresses a pre-understanding of Lene Espersen.  “Det 
blev til en snak om bl.a. karriere, kærester og kavalergang.”37 (Bennike: 1999) in this 
example the interviewer, Mette Bennike express a certain beforehand determined 
attitude towards the object of the research. She is using the word “kavalergang”, a 
nickname which Lene Espersen has had for many years - referring to her looks and how 
her appearance is not appropriate for a “serious” politician. 
                                               
31
 Translation: “We asked her (Lene Espersen) to pick out five photos that have a special meaning for 
her.” 
32
 Translation: “I have never regretted any of the photos I have done. But I am aware of the fact that some 
of them have been very provocative for some people.” 
33
 Here it is important to know that the Conservation (Konservative) in Denmark has a long and 
traditional history of having middle to older men as front figures in the party. Even though much 
speculation about a so called “Crown Princess” has been debated in the Danish media. Lene Espersen is 
often mention as a candidate as the party’s potential new leader. 
34
 the daily newspaper ”Information” is seen as a serious medium and is rather conservative 
35
 Translation: “Says the woman, who went on the front page on the daily newspaper ”Information” as a 
radiator mascot – yes on a car…” 
36
 Translation: “…yes on a car…” 
37
 Translation: “a talk about career, boyfriends and cleavage etc.” 
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The article is divided into five different “parts” all linked to the photographs which 
Lene Espersen has brought with her for the interview. The headings are all referring to 
Espersen and are putting her into five different categories:  “Maraton-løberen”, 
“Skolepigen”, “Bruden”, “Pin-Uppen” and “Fiskerpigen”38 these headings are all 
referring to her in positions not linked – or relevant to her political carrier. An important 
aspect to include is that Lene Espersen herself has chosen the five photographs used in 
this particular article. Thus she has, to some degree, had influence on the outcome of the 
article. 
The article presents an articulation of different discourses and therefore entails 
Interdiscusivity. The discourses presented in the article are: private discourse, sports 
discourse, childhood discourse, romantic discourse and media discourse. 
As the article is divided into sub-categories by consisting of five different pictures, it 
seems difficult to pinpoint the nodal points, however this can be done in connection to 
each picture. A nodal point connected to the first picture portraying her and her husband 
running the marathon could be athlete while another one could be Lene Espersen as a 
politician. This gives Lene Espersen an identity constructed around these to positions. 
Lene Espersen somewhat ranks these two side by side as she explains how much 
athletic activities gives her and furthermore how her being active helps her in political 
activities. There are many moments in the text and also several elements, which are 
ambiguous - signs that can have different meaning. Words such as “energi” and 
“overskud”39 are elements since they cannot be connected to a specific nodal point.  
The second picture depicts Lene Espersen as a little girl, perhaps on her first day of 
school. A nodal point in the text linked to the picture would be well-behaved where 
moments and elements like “dydsmønster” and “flidspræmie”40 relates to, this is linked 
to the overall nodal point of Lene Espersen as a private figure. 
                                               
38
 Translation: ”The Marathon-runner”, ”The Schoolgirl”, ”The Bride”, ”The Pin-up girl” and ”The 
Fisher-girl” 
39
 Translation: ”Energy” and ”surplus” 
40
 Translation: ” paragon of virtue” and ” prize for diligence” 
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In the fourth picture which shows Lene Espersen at the shoreline in a tight evening-
dress the nodal points are media, image and gender. Moments and elements linked to 
these are “strøm af informationer”, “dum blondine” and “femininitet”41   
 
As before mentioned, Lene Espersen was asked to choose five pictures which possessed 
meaning to her and reflected something which is important in her life. It therefore seems 
bizarre that not one of the pictures is linked to her political life. She could have chosen a 
picture representing her being elected for the Danish parliament or a picture form when 
she was elected Minister of Justice. This is a part of her performance, which deals with 
the identification factor and can also be seen in the title “Man må gerne se andre sider 
af mig”42.
                                               
41
 Translation: ”flow of information”, ”stupid blond” and ”femininity” 
42
 Translation: “Lene Espersen – You are welcome to see other sides of me” 
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“Micheline Calmy-Rey: Die etwas andere Außenministerin”: Emma, 2006 
Article on the Foreign Minister of Switzerland: Micheline Calmy-Rey 
 
(Photo from the Official government web-page www.admin.ch) 43 
 
Summary of the article on Micheline Calmy-Rey 
Micheline Calmy-Rey is the foreign minister of Switzerland and has been since 2002. 
The introduction of the article gives an overview of her life. She is married and has two 
grown children; a doctor and an editor. Her husband has his origins in Rumania. 
Micheline Calmy-Rey is the daughter of a railwayman from Valais, Switzerland. She 
studied politics in Geneva and was announced finance minister of the social democrats 
in 1998. She is described as self-confident, not vain and close to the people. The article 
is mainly an interview, the first questions are personal, and are about her as a woman, 
and the disadvantages and advantages connected to this. She likes being a woman but 
she feels that she is being treated differently than men- in her private life as well as in 
her professional. Micheline Calmy-Rey says that she thinks that being attractive and 
feminine can be a handicap as a politician and she describes her self as very feministic. 
The last questions of the interview are about her political career and strategies.  
 
                                               
43
 http://www.admin.ch/ch/e/cf//br/111.html: 23rd of May, 11.51 
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Discourse Analysis on “Micheline Calmy-Rey: Die etwas andere 
Außenministerin“ 
Emma, a famous and popular German women (-s’ rights) magazine published the 
interview with Micheline Calmy-Rey in July/August 2006. At that time Calmy-Rey had 
been under much criticism for being to feministic and unrealistic in her political agenda. 
She was accused of populism; as an example she demanded a list of all civil victims of 
the war in Iraq, which she wanted to publish to stress the example of Calmy-Rey’s 
emotional side.   
 
As for the other articles this article also contains interdiscursivity. The two most central 
are the private discourse and the public discourse. The nodal points in this article are 
Micheline Calmy-Rey as a private person and as a public person.   
  
In the introduction oft he article the interviewers start out pointing out that Calmy-Rey 
is married and has two children: “Es mag zu Calmy-Reys Sensibilisierung für die 
Außenpolitik beitragen, dass sie mit einem Rumänen verheiratet ist (mit dem sie zwei 
erwachsene Kinder hat: eine Ärztin und einen Schriftsteller).“44 (Loriol & Schwarzer: 
2006). This quote draws on the journalist’s assumption that since Calmy-Rey is a 
mother and wife, she cannot leave her private identity behind her when she goes to 
work. Later in the article the interviewers again refers to Micheline Calmy-Rey as being 
emotional, but this time it is being referred to as a good thing: “Glückliche Schweiz, in 
der eine Außenministerin so uneitel und volksnah ist.”45 (Loriol & Schwarzer: 2006). It 
seems like the interviewers think it is a good thing that Switzerland has a Foreign 
Minister who is near the people and is a bit more emotional and personal than one might 
expect from a high profiled politician.  
 
                                               
44
 Translation: “It could be that Calmy-Rey is more sensitized to deal with the department of foreign 
affairs because she is married with a Rumanian (with whom she has two grown children: a doctor 
(female) and a writer.” 
45
 Translation: “Switzerland is very lucky to have a minister of foreign affairs who is so modest and near 
the people.” 
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When Micheline Calmy-Rey is asked questions regarding her gender and questions of a 
more private character she tends to view herself as being victimized, especially in 
relation to her gender: “Calmy-Rey: […], statt meine fachliche Kompetenz zu schätzen, 
hat man mich in Genf am Anfang als “charmant” abgetan. Das ist überall so und war 
für mich immer ein Nachteil.“46 (Loriol & Schwarzer: 2006).  She mentions that people 
saw her as charming, which is normally a positive characteristic, but she refers to it as 
being a disadvantage, which she supposedly has been trying to get rid of. But by 
drawing attention to this, Micheline Calmy-Rey is reproducing her own performance, 
by repeating the fact that people think she is charming. 
The fact that she is a classical47 beautiful woman has been, as she sees it, a “handicap”; 
“[…], ‘meine klassische Attraktivität’ […], hat mir nie geholfen, sondern immer nur 
geschadet.”48 (Loriol & Schwarzer: 2006). In this quote Calmy-Rey distances herself 
from the possible fact that her looks have been helpful in her political career. She is 
much focused on her feminine traits and performs them as being not only damaging but 
also a direct handicap. This gives her identification and perhaps sympathy with the 
readers, since many woman have tried being discriminated, positively or negatively due 
to their appearance. 
In general the interviewers are throughout the articles much interested in the gender - 
role in relation to her profession and her degree of popularity. Her statement is about her 
professional identity, which she connects with her appearance. The assortment of the 
public and the private makes it complicated. Micheline argues privately about her 
professional status, and by that she is reproducing the actual problem, as she sees it. 
The interviewer seem to realize that Calmy-Rey gets rather emotional when asked  
about her being a  woman, and therefore many of the questions are related or 
surrounding this.  
 
                                               
46
 Translation: “Calmy-Rey: Instead of evaluating my professional competences, in the beginning, people 
in Geneva called me charming, this was always a disadvantage I had.” 
47
 In this case classical refers to attractive 
48
 Translation: “„[...], My classical appearance has never helped me; it was more of a handicap.” 
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Micheline Calmy-Rey has a strong feministic attitude, and obtain great emphasis on the 
struggles that she believes can by implied when being a woman, especially if you want 
power;  “[...]. Aber eine Frau, die Macht will- die versteht man nicht. Und wenn diese 
Frau auch noch gleichzeitig feminin wirkt- das passt dann gar nicht zusammen. [...] 
Und ich habe schon immer ganz offen gesagt: Ich will Macht! Macht, um 
Machtverhältnisse zu verändern.“49 (Loriol & Schwarzer: 2006). Micheline Calmy-Rey 
is exposed about her feelings and her view of gender issues. In this quote Calmy-Rey 
ascribes power as being a masculine trait, as she explains that people do not understand 
when a woman wants power. She sees this as a great disadvantage. “[…]- die versteht 
man nicht.”50 (Loriol & Schwarzer: 2006). When looking at the quote regarding women 
who wants power a moment would be “Frau”51, whereas an element could be the word: 
“macht”52. “Frau” is essential to this sentence and the quote would not have acquired 
meaning without it. “Power” on the other hand is more floating which gives meaning 
depending on the receiver, and therefore it is an element. Micheline Calmy-Rey has her 
perception of power while the receiver could attach something different to the word. 
“[…]- das passt dann gar nicht zusammen.”53 (Loriol & Schwarzer: 2006) She draws 
attention to the differences between men and women, and reproduces the binary 
understanding of gender roles. This will be further touch upon.  
 
In the end of the interview the two interviewers are moving more towards a more 
political direction. Micheline Calmy-Rey introduced an advancement of women in her 
department. “Wir haben mehrer Delegierte für die Chancengleichheit im Department. 
Auch achten wir auf die Stellung der Frau in der Welt.“54 (Loriol & Schwarzer: 2006). 
It seems as no matter which questions are posed Micheline Calmy-Rey spurs the 
direction onto equal opportunity for women, and is therefore still putting her emphasis 
on gender aspects of today’s Switzerland. The quote is filled with elements, which 
                                               
49
 Translation: “[...] but a woman that wants power – one could never understand. And if this woman has 
a female appearance – this just doesn’t’ fit together. […] I have always said openly that I want to have 
power. Power, to keep the balance of power.” 
50
 Translation: ”[...]- one could never understand” 
51
 Translation: “Woman” 
52
 Translation: “power” 
53
 Translation: ”[...]- this just does not fit together.” 
54
 Translation: “There are many delegated people to look after the equality in the department. We are 
sensitized for the equality of the female in the world.” 
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means that the reader him- or herself can read the quote within different meanings and 
discourses. Elements such as “Delegierte”55 and “Stellung”56 are both signifiers that 
vary according to the reader. 
 
An overall discourse of the article on Micheline Calmy-Rey could also be a feministic 
discourse, which seems to be imbued in most of her statements in this article and she 
definitely has a high identification-factor for many women. Perhaps, especially the 
generation that has gone through the feministic revolution.
                                               
55
 Translation: “delegated” 
56
 Translation: “equality” 
The Political is Personal - Female European politicians in the media 
Group 5, Supervisor: Bodil Folke Frederiksen 
4th Semester Project, SIBII, RUC, Denmark 
 
Page 45 of 87 
 
“Ist es schön, eine Frau zu sein”: Bild.de, 2007 
Interview with the German Chancellor: Angela Merkel 
 
(Extract of photo from Angela Merkel’s official web-page www.angela-merkel.de)57 
 
Summary of the article on Angela Merkel 
The article is an interview with Angela Merkel, the German Chancellor of the 
Confederation. It is related to the world women’s day at the 8th of March 2007. Angela 
Merkel is asked questions about being a women and being a female Chancellor. The 
first few questions are more or less about her public life and about her political 
strategies; still her gender plays an important role. This could have different reasons, on 
the one hand, Angela Merkel is the first female Chancellor of Germany, and on the 
other hand, the interview is related to the world women’s day. Angela Merkel answers 
very neutrally, and does not seem to react very much to the gender related questions. It 
seems like she does not want to expose her private life in the public realm. In the second 
half, the interviewer tries to delve further into Merkel’s private life; the questions are 
about her own experience with men as well as her being a woman. When being 
presented with questions regarding friendship and her childhood, she still does not 
answer detailed, but the reader is still given some private information. She had a great 
childhood; she studied physics and is now married to Joachim Sauer, who is a quite 
famous physician in Germany. Furthermore she mentions a best friend and how 
important it is to have a social network in every part of life. 
                                               
57
 http://www.angela-merkel.de/; 23rd of May, 11.48 
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Discourse analysis on “Ist es schön, eine Frau zu sein” 
As before mentioned the interview was done in March 2007, related to the world’s 
women day. It was published in Bild.de, which can be described as a famous and 
popular (web)-newspaper, in Germany. As in the other articles the two main discourses 
are Angela Merkel as a private- and public person. The aim will be to break down the 
textual elements used in the article, and try to give an account of the way Angela 
Merkel is using her gender in the media and which discourses she draws upon. The 
article involves several discourses, besides the larger framework of the public and 
private discourses; a gender discourse is also present. The nodal points in this article are 
Angela Merkel as a private and a political figure. These nodal points are privileged 
signs, which all the other signs in the article relate to 
In the beginning of the interview, Angela Merkel is mostly asked questions, which have 
to do with her public life, and furthermore her gender. Angela Merkel is asked about her 
residency as the German Chancellor. “Wie ist ihre Erfahrung nach rund 100 Tagen: 
Führen Sie ihre Regierung tatsächlich anders, weil sie eine Frau sind?”- Merkel:” Ich 
kann das ehrlich gesagt selbst kaum einschätzen. Ich versuche einen kollegialen Stil, 
vielleicht ist das unter dem Strich eher ein weiblicher Stil, aber eigentlich müssten Sie 
hierzu andere Fragen. Ganz grundsätzlich: Der Stil hängt eher von der Persönlichkeit 
ab, nicht vom Geschlecht.”58 (Horn & Topar: 2007).  
When Angela Merkel is asked if the “government” is ruled differently after she became 
Chancellor, she herself refers to that if it has changed, it would not have to do with her 
female gender, but her personality. Merkel refers to her more “collegial style” as being a 
part of her personality – not her gender.  
This brings forward the gender-discourse mentioned before. The moment “Frau”59“in 
this quote has meaning in reference to the nodal point gender and also the nodal point of 
                                               
58
 Translation: “”After about 100 days, what is your experience: Do you really rule the government 
essentially different by being a woman?” – Merkel: “This is actually very hard for me to estimate. I am 
not able to tell myself. I try to have a more collegial style. Perhaps this is more the style of a female, but 
actually this is a question you would have to ask others. Basically: the style depends on personality not on 
gender.” 
59
 Translation: ”Woman” 
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Angela Merkel as a private person. It is connected to the element “Stil”60, which can be 
related to her political strategy as well as to her personal lifestyle. Merkel is 
concentrating on her profession and relates basically every answer to her public life. It 
is clear that she tries to keep her private life out of the article and the public eye. 
 
Merkel is very concise and brief in her answers. She distances herself from the notion of 
gender being of considerable importance in reference to politics. She makes use of the 
expression “kollegial”61 which she suggests could be a more female trait, but still she 
argues that her collegial  leading style is not connected to a certain gender role. The 
interviewers on the other side seem to try to get her to answer in a different way by 
asking her the question above. They use the expression “weil sie eine Frau sind”62 
(Horn & Topar: 2007) the interviewers insinuate that her gender plays a role in regards 
to the office she is holding. However, the interviewers do not achieve their aim, as 
Merkel behaves neutrally, and does not allow her to be provoked by the interviewers’ 
questions. Compared to the other discourse analysis we have conducted Angela Merkel 
is consistent and answers more as a politician rather than as a woman. Angela Merkel 
seems to be aware of the fact that gender might influence the actions and features of a 
person, but she does not see it as positive or negative, but rather she does not ascribe 
meaning to gender, as we have seen with other female politicians.   
 
As before mentioned, Angela Merkel is asked several questions regarding her political 
and public life, still, she does not really open up to the interviewers. “das 
Zusammenbringen und das Zusammenhalten sind vielleicht auch weibliche 
Eigenschaften. Es ist jedenfalls mir wichtig63 (Horn & Topar: 2007). Comments as these 
underlines her neutrality towards gender; the most important thing for her is the 
personality, rather than the gender. Angela Merkel does not avoid answering the 
question, she just emphasises that gender is not that important to her in regards to 
                                               
60
 Translation: ”Style” 
61
 Translation: ”cooperative” 
62
 Translation: “Because you are a woman?” 
63
 Translation: “the pooling of people and  adhesiveness might be more a female trait. Anyways, these are 
important to me.” 
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politics. Nevertheless, Angela Merkel touches upon the theme of gender, when she is 
asked about the differences in the cabinet after her commencement of employment. 
Here elements such as “Zusammenbringen”64 and “Zusammenhalten”65 are essential in 
the construction of meaning in the sentence. 
 
When Angela Merkel is saying; “Ich verspreche nicht mehr, als ich halten kann. Das 
war in früheren Regierungen nicht immer so […].”66 (Horn & Topar: 2007), a political 
discourse is presented. A moment in this context would be “Regierung”67 which makes 
sense in reference to Angela Merkel as a political figure. The word “versprechen”68 
could be referred to as an element as it can have ambiguous meaning. 
 
In the second part of the interview, the interviewer primarily asks her questions 
concerning her private life: Angela Merkel is even more barred when it comes to her 
private live. She studied physics and she is married to a physician, Joachim Sauer, and 
this is nearly everything that is well known in the public. This may very well relate to 
way of performing. 
 
“Haben Sie eine beste Freundin, mit der Sie über alles reden können?”- Merkel:”ja”. 
69
 (Horn & Topar: 2007). Merkel is here rather secretive regarding her answer. It is very 
obvious that she does not wish to elaborate on the question. She mentions a social 
network, which she considers as important, but she does not emboss it. She thinks 
networks are important in life, but she stresses this in relation to her job: ”Ich arbeite 
gerne mit Menschen zusammen, […]. Und das sind Frauen und Männer.”70 (Horn & 
Topar: 2007). The same tendency can be seen with other private questions posed to her. 
                                               
64
 Translation: “pooling of people” 
65
 Translation: “adhesiveness” 
66
 Translation: “I don’t promise more than I can keep. In previous governments this wasn’t always like 
this, […].” 
67
 Translation: ”Government” 
68
 Translation: ”promise”  
69
 Translation: “Do you have a best girlfriend, with whom you can talk about every6thing?” Merkel: 
“Yes” 
70
 Translation: ”I like working with people.,[...]. and these are women and men.” 
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A simple „nein“ 71 she responds to the question if she would have rather been a boy as 
a child. Merkel focuses on her function as a politician. Still, she emphasises that her 
private life is what makes her happy: “Glück ist etwas, was ich vor allem im privaten 
Leben erfahre und für das ich dankbar bin.”72 (Horn & Topar: 2007). Merkel explains 
that she experiences a great deal of happiness in her private life. This somehow further 
mystifies Angela Merkel’s private life.   
 
Political Systems 
The chosen politicians are from three different countries, Denmark, Switzerland and 
Germany. This means that they work in different political surroundings. Furthermore, 
the politicians’ positions vary. Therefore the following will consist of an introduction to 
the political systems and structure, which might influence their way of performing.  
 
Micheline Calmy- Rey is Swiss; she is the foreign minister and active in the social 
democratic party. In Switzerland the political system is a consociational democracy. 
“[…], that is particularly appropriate to societies that are divided by deep religious, 
ideological, regional, cultural or other differences.” (Heywood: 2002, p. 34).  
In Switzerland’s case, this is related to there being four official languages and regions as 
well as to the religious background of the provinces. Both Catholics and Protestants are 
represented along with a number of minority groups. This entails Micheline Calmy-Rey 
representing a “multicultural” nationality. 
 
Angela Merkel is the chancellor of Germany. Germany is a democratic country, but is 
still marked by World War II. Previously, Germany was a totalitarian state. (Heywood: 
2002, p.29). Angela Merkel has to consider this in her political work, since Germany is 
                                               
71
 Translation:„No“ 
72
 Translation: “Happiness is something I experience mainly in my private life, and for that I am very 
grateful.” 
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performing more liberally and neutrally, which Angela Merkel also seems to comply 
with.   
Additionally, Germany is a large geographical space, and being the chancellor of a 
population group of approximately 80 million people makes her one of the most 
powerful women on the European political scene.  
 
Helle Thorning-Schmidt and Lene Espersen are Danish. Helle Thorning-Schmidt is the 
leader of the Social Democrats while Lene Espersen is the Minister of Justice. The 
Danish political system is a multi- party system, which implies that the parliament 
usually consists of different parties. Denmark has a parliamentary, representative 
democracy. Lene is a conservative politician and they are presently part of the 
government while the Social Democrats are in the opposition.  
 
Comparing the representation of the four women 
The resemblance of the four women is noticeable; they are all middle-aged Caucasian 
women from European Countries. However, they are using the media in different ways. 
Helle Thorning-Schmidt is, to a certain extent, emphasizing on the role as a successful 
politician, but with attenuated awareness of her as a mother and wife. Helle Thorning-
Schmidt engages in the creation of a large spectrum of roles, as she also identifies with 
being drawn by material needs and enjoying luxury. Drawing upon many discourses 
makes her identifiable for many people from different stratums of society.    
Lene Espersen and Helle Thorning-Schmidt are the two politicians, of the four chosen, 
who share the most similarities in their performance in the media. However, Lene 
Espersen performances vary in the way she is being represented. She has often been 
criticized for being too provocative in the media, as seen with the picture of her lying on 
the hood of a car. She believes that women are being portrayed much differently than 
men- and she is trying to change that perception by participating in the creation of 
provocative photos or statements. Lene Espersen is often found in a victimized role 
which we believe she places herself in and this becomes a part of her performance.    
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Micheline Calmy-Rey also presents herself as a victim, by focusing on the gender 
difference between men and women. Throughout the entire interview this is the main 
subject; gender and which role it plays in different contexts. One could argue that 
Micheline Calmy-Rey is a cross between Lene Espersen and Angela Merkel as it seems 
as she tries to portray herself mainly as a politician, but somehow falls back into the 
character of being a woman in a world dominated by men. 
Micheline Calmy-Rey is very open when it comes to her gaining power and does not 
conceal the fact that she wishes to gain power. Both Lene Espersen and Helle Thorning-
Schmidt do not put emphasis on them gaining power. Perhaps this is linked to the 
political systems. In Denmark it is not very popular to directly state that you are hungry 
for power. Still, Helle Thorning-Schmidt says that she believes she will become Prime 
Minister someday. 
Angela Merkel is the one that stands out the most in reference to her performance. She 
is very neutral and holds back when questions about her private life are posed. Out of 
the four politicians, Angela Merkel is the one that appears as the most serious. This is 
clearly a consequence of how she has chosen to perform her identity in her political 
career and in the media.   
 
The journalists or the interviewer’s role in creating an image is also interesting, since 
they pose presupposed assumptions and are part of different discourses connected to the 
women they are interviewing. This is seen both when the interviewer explains that the 
Swiss should be glad to have a Foreign Minister who is near to the people and modest, 
and also when the interviewer talks about her accidental meeting with Helle Thorning-
Schmidt the day before their interview. This entails the interviewer partaking in the 
creation of her image. 
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Chapter 4 
Chapter 4 will provide an overview of the theoretical approaches of the project. There 
will be a historical review on how the woman’s role in the media has changed and how 
it has developed to its contemporary function. Our understanding of stereotypical 
gender roles will be elaborated on for further clarification in the project. The definition 
of gender seems to be relative, and to substantiate this, there will be an overview of 
Robert W. Connell’s view on masculinity and thereby gender.  
Furthermore, Judith Butler’s gender theory will be presented which will include some 
relevant points from Foucault’s thoughts. Judith Butler’s theory might seem idealistic so 
some, but it is still highly relevant in reference to history as her point is that it is not 
only about gender, but socially constructed categories which we perceive as natural due 
to its, among other things, repetition factor.  A presentation of different criticism of her 
theory will, among others, include some ideas of Pierre Bourdieu.  
Lastly the chapter will include a presentation of Erving Goffman’s theory of front- and 
backstage which deals with the notion of society as dramaturgical. 
 
A historical overview of gender in the media 
This following section will provide an overview of gender representation in different 
media from approximately 1950 until today. In this section we have made use of the 
book Media, Gender and Identity authored by David Gauntlett, who is a professor of 
media and communications at the University of Westminster.73 
The post-war period was an important period for women, who at the time had 
undergone several changes during the war. Women had to join the labour force, to 
replace the men. As a consequence of this societal norms had shifted, but there was still 
a need for everyday life to get back as it was before the war;  
“There was a tense relationship at this time between rhetorical strategies 
for returning to postwar normalcy and the concrete issues women faced. 
                                               
73
 http://www.theory.org.uk/david: 3rd of July 2007, 19.15 
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Demographic shifts in family structure, labor patterns, paid employment, 
housewifey skills, sexuality, and women’s educational achievements…” 
(Tarrent: 2006, p. 35-36). 
Before the war the gender division was closely linked to social order; “According to this 
doctrine, society was composed of two different and firmly separated spheres: the 
sphere of the home and family on the on hand and the sphere of business and politics on 
the other.” (Nicholson: 1986, p. 43). The “home and family” represents the female-
gender while “business and politics” represent the male gender in regards to 
stereotypical gender-roles. 
The history of gender theory will be elaborated on to underline the importance of Judith 
Butler’s theory, which should be seen in the light of history.  
 
In the 1950 and up until the 1970s approximately 20-35 percent of characters in 
television were female. By the 1980’s there were more woman in leading roles, but still 
twice as many men appeared on screen compared to women. In the mid-seventies only 
15% of action-adventure leading roles were filled by women. Marriage and parenthood 
was shown on television as being more important to the female characters. Women were 
often associated with romance or family problems and were unlikely to work, especially 
if they were mothers or wives (Gauntlett: 2002, p. 43). Especially the home had much 
significance in a woman’s life: “women’s lives were closely tied to the physical interior 
of the household.” (Nicholson: 1986, p. 43) 
Studies from the 1970’s furthermore showed men to be the more dominant and 
decisions-making characters on TV, while women were frequently shown to be weak, 
victimized, supportive and laughable (Gauntlett: 2002, p. 43). 
 
In the 1950’s women had important roles in films “[…] but were far more likely than 
men to be shown as frightened, in need of protection and direction, and offering love 
and support to the male lead characters.” (Gauntlett: 2002, p. 46). In many women’s 
magazines, women were often portrayed as housewives “whose dream was to impress 
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their authoritative working husbands by using the latest kitchen accessory or washing 
powder.” (Gauntlett: 2002, p.50). 
On the contrary to what one could suspect, this housewife-image was not trivialized; the 
emphasis was on the great importance of women in the home. The 1960’s saw change,  
but the view women’s magazines had on women was not altered overnight. In 1972 a 
new magazine, “Ms”, was published. It was a magazine “by women, for women” and it 
was said to be inspired by the women’s liberation movement. Its focus was on politics, 
women’s achievements outside the home, global current affairs etc. It was successful, 
but could still not compare to the traditional magazines (Gauntlett: 2002, p. 51-52). 
As latter mentioned women in advertising were mainly being presented as housewives, 
whose primary concern was to look after the home and the family. Advertising has 
though been somewhat slower, than other media, to change with times. The number of 
“housewives” in advertising slowly began to decrease in the 1950’s, but was still 
common in the 1960’s and 1970’s.  
The 1990’s and the turn of the century has brought us increasingly equal gender roles in 
television. A study done in the beginning of the 1990s found that only 3% of women 
were represented as housewives as their main occupation- which is a noticeable 
decrease from the 1970’s (Gauntlett, 2002. p. 58). The industry saw the possibility in 
portraying women in different aspects, and realised that femininity does not have to be 
equal to domestic roles.  
 
The idea of gender equality appeared in many shows from the 1990’s and onwards. 
Although the tendency seemed to have shifted to a more equal cast of men and women, 
many shows, especially sit-coms, are still often seen revolving around male characters. 
(Gauntlett: 2002, p. 59). However, the hit show “Sex and the City” is a good example 
of the opposite; portraying women as wanting pleasure, knowing how to get it, and 
determined to do so. (Gauntlett: 2002, p. 60) This is turning on its head the old female 
sexual victim hood and are paying a tribute to the role of singleness. 
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When looking at representation of gender in films in the 1990’s and onwards there are 
several different opinions. In 1997 Maggie Humm wrote; “Film...often and anxiously 
envisions women stereotypically as “good” mothers or “bad”, hysterical careerists. [In 
the past, and] today, every Hollywood woman is someone else’s other” (Gauntlett: 
2002, p. 64). David Gauntlett, the author of Media, Gender and Identity disagrees, and 
goes on to claim that there are probably more good father-figures in contemporary 
films. He also states that female characters has become tougher using Angelina Jolie in 
“Tomb Raider”74 as an example. (Gauntlett: 2002, p. 66), one might argue that Angelina 
Jolie had several identities drawn upon her in the movie, where the primary one might 
be her as an action figure, while another would be her as a sex symbol in very tight 
clothes, which leads back to the statement by Humm regarding the stereotypical gender 
roles.  
In advertising today it may seem fair to say that men and women are usually equal, 
however studies has shown uneven numbers, stating that women are twice as likely as 
men to appear in commercials for domestic products. Feminist discourses have 
cunningly been incorporated in advertising, the notion of freedom and liberation has 
been used to sell products to women, for example sanitary products, such as tampons, so 
the woman could escape the oppression of periods. (Gauntlett: 2002, P.76). 
 
Gauntlett’s argumentation includes the media’s role as well as the gender position in 
general. However, when talking about gender it is hard to leave out other factors, which 
can have an influence on the social divisions in the society today, such as class, age and 
ethnicity. But as a result of feminism, gender now has an increasingly important 
position in sociology, at the expense of the above mentioned factors, one might argue. 
Many sociologists argue from a social constructinist angle that gender is not only a 
creation of the individual but also created by culture and social institutions (Bilton et al.: 
2002, p. 133). 
 
                                               
74
 Action movie from 2001 originally based on a computer game which has gained almost cult status due 
to the sexy female leading-role, who in the movie was played by Angelina Jolie. 
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Modern gender theorists often recognize the difficulties which are attached to making 
generalizations about gender, since one cannot neglect the fact that there are some 
biological factors that differs men and women from each other, such as childbirth. In the 
continuation of this, the history of women taking care of the children and the men doing 
more practical things such as providing food for the family etc. has been easy to set 
ones eye on. Often the identity of “woman” and “mother” overlapped; since the 
stereotypical perception of women would include motherhood. One might argue that 
this has functioned as a reproductive mean in regards to gender roles. When looking at 
the social conditions surrounding childbirth, much has changed in Western societies in 
the past century. Birth control and abortion are two of the most powerful changes for 
unwanted pregnancies. Today the need for a large-scale family has been diminished, 
since the need for providers and caretakers of the elderly in the family has decreased. 
This has led to the fact that women no longer have the primary role of “caretaker” and 
therefore has the time to create other identities for herself. (Bilton et al.: 2002, p. 148-
149) 
Furthermore, the “feminization” of the labour force has forced society to create 
alternatives to the “housewife” whose primary assignment is to look after the house and 
family. This has led to the acceptance of childcare institutions in most Western 
countries, and has also led to a stage where families are almost looked upon as 
neglecting the child’s needs if not putting them in an institution, where the child will 
have the possibility to interact with other children of their own age. (Bilton et al.: 2002, 
p.149).  
The mentioned aspects, among other things, led to a motivation for political action by 
women. “In late 1960s the women’s movement in the United States formulated the 
slogan, ‘The personal is political’.” (Nicholson: 1986, p. 17). The progress in history 
and media might have changed this slogan to the opposite; the political might have 
gotten personal.  
 
The previous presentation has been given in order to present a general overview of what 
women have been “up against” for many decades. To clarify the importance of the 
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gender roles today, we will explain our perception of the stereotypical gender roles and 
norms in the following section. 
 
Gender Stereotypes 
In our project we make use of Judith Butler’s gender theory; therefore, we are often 
talking about gender roles as well as sex roles. The perception of stereotypical gender 
roles might be different in various cultures and societies. We believe that the 
stereotypical female gender role influences the way women in general as well as the 
chosen politicians perform in the media.  
 
The most common stereotypical female gender perception might be women as 
housewives who cook, clean and take care of their children whereas men are husbands 
and providers. Though, a great deal of women are in the labour force, this perception 
does still exist in society. 
Another element tied to stereotypical gender roles might be that women have to be good 
looking, sexy and smart at the same time; Women are somehow expected to be 
attractive. This might become more and more the case for men too, but it seems like it is 
distinctive with women. Gender stereotypes can be found in all stratums of society, for 
example in the beginning of childhood. Boys are supposed to play football and get dirty, 
while girls should enjoy ballet and the colour pink. This might appear simply put, 
however, we believe it is important to be explicit about the stereotypical gender roles.  
Lastly, when we refer to stereotypical gender roles or gender roles we mean the above 
mentioned.  
 
Robert W. Connell 
Robert W. Connell is an Australian social scientist who operates with “masculinity” as 
his main research field. He writes about gender and the un-clarification concerning the 
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definitions of gender. Furthermore he talks about the transparency and ability to change 
gender. A relevant and interesting aspect in this is that Robert now perceives himself as 
a woman. He has changed his name to Raewyn Connell, and is presented as “her” on 
his/her own webpage.75 We have chosen to refer to Robert W. Connell as “he”, as he 
was still a man when writing the material we have chosen to use.  We have chosen to 
incorporate Robert Connell in this project as we believe it provides us with information 
about gender and the gender concept. Furthermore Connell puts emphasis on the 
historical context and perception of gender. 
 
The Social Organization of Masculinity 
Connell reflects upon the question whether or not we can define gender; men and 
women, masculinity and femininity. Gender seems to be dynamic, and more of a 
process: “The definition of the basic term (masculinity) has never been wonderfully 
clear.” (Connell: 1995, p.67).  
This quote expresses that there is not a clear definition when talking about gender - in 
this case the masculine gender. According to Connell it seems rather impossible to 
distinguish between what gender is and what is just part of the individual person.  
 
In certain cultures there is no definition of masculinity, because it is not needed. The 
person is seen as an individual only, and need not to be characterised by a gendered 
identity: “All societies have cultural accounts of gender, but not all have the concept 
‘masculinity’. In its modern usage, the term assumes that one’s behaviour results from 
the type of person one is.” (Connell: 1995, p.67).  The attempt to define “masculinity” 
is a consequence of the last two centuries (Connell: 1995, p.82). Still, in every culture 
people differ, maybe not with regards to their gender, but there are still certain 
determinations. This could be a job or an education which would lead to increased 
living standard. 
                                               
75
 http://applications.edfac.usyd.edu.au/about/admin/FMPro?-db=EDF_SD_staff&-
format=staff_profile_template.html&-lay=web&code=RCON&. 22th of May 17.57. 
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Sigmund Freud76 is a rather important figure in this debate. In his early studies he 
started to define gender; he considered men as active and women as passive. 
Furthermore, he argued, that women would rather be men, since they are physically 
favoured and supposedly stronger. This seemed essential to him. (Connell: 1995, p. 68).  
Freud needed femininity to describe masculinity; this is a fundamental part when 
defining things in general. A counterpart is necessary to define the other. Still, 
masculinity can be seen as dominant. This means that societies in which masculinities 
dominate do not have “space” for femininities.  “Masculinity does not exist except in 
contrast with ‘femininity’.” (Connell: 1995, p.68).  
 
In addition to Freud’s definition, there is the normative explanation that leads to the 
classical psychological understanding; which refers to certain, especially biological 
‘norms’ of men (and women). “The terms “masculine” and “feminine” point beyond 
categorical sex differences to the ways men differ among themselves, and women differ 
among themselves, in matters of gender.’ (Connell: 1995 p.69). This brings one to the 
view of gender as a social practice, which implies that gender is not only bodily. Gender 
brings other aspects with it, as a social and an emotional background (Connell: 1995, 
p.71). On the one hand, men can be female and on the other hand, women can be 
masculine. They can even neglect their gender emotionally and physically. A gender 
can be changed, but can it disappear? One could argue, that the socially constructed 
attributes of the different genders (this includes male and female as well as 
“personalized mixes” e.g. hermaphrodites or transvestites) can be changed, but a person 
always fits into a certain category.  
 
Connell mentions or poses socially constructed masculinities and national states next to 
each other; he believes that states are masculine because of their patriarchal regime 
(Connell: 1995, p.73) 
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 Founder of the psychoanalysis. 
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However, one should understand that there are several different masculinities. A 
masculine, patriarchal system still includes women. “To recognize more than one kind 
of masculinity is only a first step. We have to examine the relation between them.” 
(Connell: 1995, p. 76). This means that there are several masculinities; for example the 
white manager as well as the Greenlandic fisherman. The same can be seen with 
women; mothers and nuns both have certain feminine traits.  
 
“To recognize gender as a social pattern requires us to see it as a product of history.” 
(Connell: 1995, p. 81). This means two things; on one hand, gender itself is a biological 
development which takes place the in mother’s womb, and on the other hand, gender is 
socially constructed.   
Furthermore, the history is important in reference to masculinity being “questioned” by 
feministic movements as well as gay movements. “Power relations show the most 
visible evidence of crisis tendencies: a historic collapse of the legitimacy of patriarchal 
power, and a global movement for the emancipation of women.” (Connell: 1995, p.85).  
 
The theme of gender has been discussed and analyzed many times during the last few 
decades. “There is a remarkable amount of ‘sex differences’ research.” (Connell: 1995, 
p.21). During the last 30 years researchers have expanded their view and new concepts 
have been invented, and due to this fact, one can talk about a social role as well as a 
sexual role. (Connell: 1995, p. 21-22).  
 
“By the mid-1970s there was a small but much discussed Men’s liberation movement in 
the United States, and a small network of men’s consciousness- raising groups in other 
countries as well. “. (Connell: 1995, p.24). The movements created a basis to redefine 
masculinity (Connell: 1995, P. 28). Still, Connell argues, there are some typical 
masculine patterns. An example of a masculine norm would be watching football. 
According to Judith Butler’s view upon gender roles and “the heterosexual matrix” this 
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ritual would be due to culture building a stable social gender and the already established 
sex. 
 
According to Connell masculinity seems to be a social construction, rather than a 
natural given thing. Connell emphasises on the fact that norms, as well, are constructed. 
And he also stresses on the fact that norms are not fixed entities, but rather constantly 
changing in a social dynamic. “It is certainly important to acknowledge a social 
dynamic in its won right, and not try to read it off from men’s psychology.” (Connell: 
1995, p. 42). This further validates the notion of norms being constructed. 
 
Judith Butler 
With her book ”Gender Trouble” Judith Butler has been proclaimed to be a protagonist 
within queer theory, a theory concerned with sexuality and identity, which has many of 
its roots in Foucauldian thinking. Judith Butler’s book encourages looking and 
perceiving gender in a new way, which breaks away from feminism.     
In this section we will make an account of Judith Butler and some of her most important 
ideas concerning gender.  
 
In “Gender Trouble” Judith Butler criticizes feminism for its way of treating women as 
a homogeneous group, who all share the same characteristics and interest. Butler argues 
that although women share similar features, there are many other factors to be taken into 
account, such as class differences, ethnicity and other regional differences, which all 
can have impact on the individual. Therefore it is not a given that women, across these 
differences, has a common inner solidarity with each other. (Butler: 1999, p. 6)  
It is not unreasonable to think that a poor, black woman can feel that she has more in 
common with a poor, black man than she would with a rich, white woman. (Gauntlett: 
2002, p. 136)              
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Butler poses the question “Is the construction of the category of women as a coherent 
and stable subject an unwitting regulation and reification of gender relations” (Butler: 
1999, p. 9). This captures Butler’s crititicism of feminism quite well, as she wonders if 
feminism is reproducing the gender differences, it has been notorious to struggle and try 
to break away from. The feministic project was originally founded in wanting to obtain 
a society where everyone would be treated the same, indifferent to what sex they 
belonged. However, by accepting and repeating the binary dividing line between that of 
men and women, feminism validated the notion of women being a different 
classification than men. (Butler: 1999, Preface. p. Xiii). By acknowledging and 
repeating this dominating discourse, Butler argues that feminism rejects the possibility 
of individuals shaping their own identity. (Butler: 1999, p. 147) 
By accepting men and women as belonging to different groups, feminism is accepting 
that they are different, and makes the task of attaining gender-equality in society, 
difficult.  
Butler believes that feminism has accepted what she refers to as “the heterosexual 
matrix” (Butler: 1999, p. 42-43) 
When Butler is talking about “the heterosexual matrix” she is referring to how she 
thinks gender is constructed in society. You have a sex77, on which a social gender is 
build and ultimately you have desires; which are always directed at the opposite sex. 
The arrows in the figure, points to it being a linear process.  
                                               
77
 It is important to stress the English language differentiates between “sex” (biological) and “gender” 
(social).  
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“The Heterosexual Matrix”: the organization of gender in society 
78
 
With her book “Gender Trouble” Butler wishes to regenerate the understandings we 
have about gender. She believes that we should reject the notion of “the heterosexual 
matrix”, and create a larger basis for display of identity and sexuality.  
Thus Butler presents us with an alternative to “the heterosexual matrix” 
This alternative matrix entails a body, which one may perform an identity with, and 
furthermore one may have desires. The reason for there not being arrows connected to 
this model is that Butler argues for there not being a linear development of genders’ 
organization.  
 
Butlers’ alternative to “The Heterosexual Matrix” 
79
 
The above introduced alternative brings forward the conception of a body which does 
not determine gender, identity or desires. This leaves room for alternative behavior with 
regards to “the heterosexual matrix”.  
                                               
78
 Inspired by Gauntlett: 2002, p. 137 
79
 Inspired by Gauntlett: 2002, p. 137 
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“when the constructed status of gender is theorized as radically independent of sex, 
gender itself becomes a free-floating artifice, with the consequence that man and 
masculine might just as easily signify a female body as a male one, and woman and 
feminine a male body as easily as a female one” (Butler: 1999, p. 10). This entails a 
scope of variation and opportunity within the individual’s life, and composes room for 
individuals that would fall outside the narrow margins of normality within “the 
heterosexual matrix”.  
Butler poses the question of sex being as culturally constructed as gender, and further 
puts into doubt our binary understanding of gender. Butler does not accept the fact that 
sex or gender is a congenital feature and therefore argues for alteration of the traditional 
patterns. (Butler: 1999, p. 10-11)           
Butler argues that neither men nor women should be characterized according to their 
gender, and as stated in the quote above she sees gender as a floating artifice, which is 
not deadlocked in a specific representation of identity. “There is no gender identity 
behind the expressions of gender; that identity is performatively constituted by the very 
“expressions” that are said to be its results. (Butler: 1999, p. 33)  
An argumentation which Butler poses is that gender is merely a performance at a given 
time, and not who you are. Accordingly, every individual can, through their 
performance, change themselves. Butler argues that we need not wait for revolution, 
before gender roles can be changed, and equality can be attained. (Butler: 1999, p. 40) 
The way to change this is, according to Butler, to generate “gender trouble”. This is 
supposedly done by trying to deconstruct the normative perception of sexuality and 
gender, which confirms and reproduces the existing binary gender discourse. (Butler: 
1999, p. 44) 
Butler suggests that if society were to experience erratic, seemingly casual 
performances of identity, which would challenge our expectations about gender, then 
the normative ways of perceiving gender could crumble. By challenging and changing 
our usual performance of identity, Butler argues that we can reject the traditional gender 
roles in society, and thereby attain more equality.  
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Foucault agrees with Judith Butler’s view of gender. He argues that sex as well as 
sexual pleasures is genderless, and sex is purposively described as an effect rather than 
a fact. (Butler: 1999, p. 121) Foucault cites hermaphrodites as an example: one could 
say that their sex is not defined, but they still have sexual pleasure that is neither hetero- 
nor homosexual. According to Foucault’s adductions about hermaphrodites, it can be 
argued that sex/gender cannot be completely defined physically or in the social 
constructed categories. (Butler: 1999, p. 140/141)  
The fact that there is no definition makes the performance of gender individual for every 
person. 
 
Criticism of Judith Butler’s “Gender Trouble” 
Firstly, Butler has been criticized for her linguistic usage in Gender Trouble. Martha 
Nussbaum, Professor of Law and Ethics criticizes Butler’s use of language and argues 
that she confuses her own project by writing in such an inaccessible manner and not 
clarifying complex terms. (Gaunttlet: 2002, p. 145) 
This is evidently a problem as she appeals to the larger masses, by encouraging them to 
conduct Gender Trouble. Elitist writing does, to a certain extent, obstruct Butler’s 
“project”. Butler has furthermore been criticized for being too idealistic. Different 
scholars have pointed to the fact that Butler fail to ascribe meaning to the fixed 
structures in society including gender roles.  
Pierre Bourdieu is one of the mentioned, and argues that these structures are not as 
easily altered as Butler suggests. Bourdieu argues that the symbolic construction cannot 
be reduced to a performative. The symbolic construction is implemented and executed 
in a pervasive transformation of the bodies and brains. (Bourdieu: 1998, p. 34) 
The symbolic revolution, which Butler and many feminists invoke, cannot be 
diminished to a pure adaptation of consciousness and will. (Bourdieu: 1999, p. 57) 
Bourdieu recognizes gender as constructed, but has a different view than Butler. 
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Bourdieu argues that the social construction of gender has undergone a long historical 
process and is perceived as natural rather than constructed. (Bourdieu: 1998, p. 10)    
Bourdieu argues that, through history, there has been a tendency of emphasizing 
differences or unconsciously excluding certain similarities between female and male: 
"Det er fuldstændigt illusorisk at tro, at den symbolske vold kan besejres alene med 
bevidsthedens og viljens våben, for dens virkninger og betingelserne for dens 
virkningsfuldhed er varigt indskrevne i kroppens inderste i form af dispositioner."80 
(Bourdieu: 1999, p. 54) 
 
Erving Goffman 
Front and Backstage 
We have chosen to incorporate Erving Goffman’s theory regarding front- and back 
stage as we believe it has relevance in extension of Judith Butler. Erving Goffman has a 
more concrete frame than that of Butler. Goffman thus elaborates Butler’s performance 
in his detailed analysis of social interactions (though his book was written years before 
Butlers), though it is important to stress that Goffman does not include gender as a 
central element.     
In his book “The presentation of self in everyday life” Goffman introduces the 
metaphor of theater in relation to social action, and focuses on the role-play of the 
individual. It deals with the concepts of front- and backstage. These two terms can be 
seen as metaphors for the individual and society – also representing the private and 
public realm. Front stage involves the individual acting as it thinks people would want it 
to and tries to fulfil the expectations that it believes are set. Backstage represents the 
sphere where the individual reflect upon their performance with regards to front stage. 
The term Front stage involves activities that levels at maintaining a certain impression 
in a given situation. Backstage is the opposite of front stage and involves everything 
incompatible with the front, and therefore is being held back. In essence Goffman’s 
                                               
80
 Translation: “it is completely illusory to think that the symbolic violence can be defeated with the 
weapon of consciousness and will alone, because its effects and the conditions for its effectiveness are 
inscribed in the inner dispositions of the body.” 
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theory is concerned with understanding the individual as a subject to a situation-
dependent self and as individuality determined by interaction, depending on the scene.     
In Goffman’s theatrical model the stage is an obvious part of a person’s appearance. A 
person’s choice of clothing, way of walking, make-up etc. can be seen as the settings 
and associated props that are being displayed on the front stage. (Heine Andersen et al.: 
2000, p. 190)                                                                         
Many elements take part in the constitution of the front, which are of very personal 
character; this involves clothing, age, ethnicity, sex, posture, body language etc. this is 
referred to as the personal front.   
“Det kan være hensiktsmessig å benytte etiketten “façade” på den del av en persons 
opptreden som stadig fremtrer på en generell og fastlagt måte, med henblikk på å 
definere situasjonen for dem som iakttar opptrededen. Fasade er altså uttrykksmidler av 
en fastlagt type som bevisst eller ubevisst tas i bruk av en person under optrededen. 
”
81(Goffman: 1959, p. 27)                                                    
Goffman furthermore argues that a person have different fronts to choose from. If a 
person assumes a task, which is new for that particular individual and has no established 
sequence attached to it, he or she will most likely discover that there are many fronts 
available to choose from. This implies that the fronts or facades are nor created in the 
process, but rather chosen. Therefore, complications can arise, when those who perform 
a certain task, are forced to choose an appropriate front among several fronts, which 
does not comply with the task. (Goffman: 1959, p. 32) 
Besides his distinction between front- and backstage, Goffman emphasizes on the 
importance of the team, and the individual as subject to the influence of the team- two 
aspects which are co-dependant.  
The individual makes use of different techniques, which are adapted according to the 
specific scene. With these techniques the individual has the possibility of emphasizing 
and focusing on the elements, he or she wants the audience to notice. Here Goffman 
                                               
81
 Translation: “It can be expedient to make use of the etiquette ” front” in relation to that part of a 
persons performance, which still appear in a general and fixed way, with defining the situation for those 
who observe in mind. Front is thereby means of expressions of a fixed type, which is used by a person 
during performance – consciously or unconsciously.” 
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argues that the role-play of the individual is somewhat determined by the standpoint of 
the team. It is also important to stress that there is not only one team, but these can vary 
depending on the different spheres in the individual’s life. (Goffman: 1959, p. 73) 
Therefore, it is important to take the team into account, when analyzing the performance 
of the individual. The team has to be seen as a mean, which trains the individual with 
regards to front stage.   
Goffman goes on and argues that in the norm-maintaining routines, which we act out; 
performance is present- though it is not always the participants; the performer or the 
audience – are aware of it. “En status, en stilling, en social posisjon er ikke noe 
håndgripelig, noe man kan ta i besittelse og derefter vise frem. [...] uansett om man 
optrer elegant eller klossete, er seg rollen bevisst eller ikke, om man gjør  det i ond eller 
god tro, så er det ikke desto mindre noe som må spilles og fremføres, noe som må 
realiseres.”82(Goffman: 1959, p. 68)        
This is relevant in relation to our project, as our main thesis involve female politicians 
as performers. Without regards for how the individual act, it is, according to Goffman, 
always a performance. This is very much in line with the theory of Judith Butler, who 
shares the view of human beings as constantly performing.  
                                               
82
 Translation: “A status, a post, a social position is not something tangible, something which you can 
posses and display. […] whether one performs elegantly or clumsily, is conscious of the role or not, if one 
does out of bad or good faith, it is never the less something which must be acted and displayed, something 
which must be realized.” 
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Chapter 5 
Analysis on the performing role of the four politicians 
Much has changed regarding the portrayal of politicians in Europe in the last decades, 
with an escalation within the past years. The book Blomster & Spark – Samtaler med 
kvindelige politikere i Norden83 by Drude Dahlerup from 1985 presents an account of 
being a female politician in Northern Europe in the 1980’s. 
In the preface the author notes that “De fleste kender kun politikere fra TV, radio, aviser 
eller som talere på politiske møder. Her ser man kun facaden. Men politikere er også 
mennesker – med deres sorger og glæder, med usikkerhed, med børn, skilsmisser, 
forgudede børnebørn og forældre, som måske har præget deres politiske attituder for 
livet.”84  In this sentence, written no longer than 20 years ago, Drude Dahlereup brings 
forward an important statement, and calls for a change in the portrayal of politicians. 
This is exactly what Emma, Alt for Damerne and all the other magazines present today.  
 
In the beginning we presented the two assumptions that female politicians perform their 
gender in the media and that they are aware of it. The following analysis will mainly 
aim at discussing the assumptions, as well as answering the problem formulation which 
was concerned with the portrayal of female politicians and how they perform in the 
media. 
 
As touched upon earlier in the project, we have found it interesting and somewhat 
disturbing that the politicians and the media has their focus on their personality, private 
life and their gender rather than their political agenda. This is a genuine concern 
according to Butler, as she talks about reproduction of gender roles. She argues that 
                                               
83
 Flowers and booted out – Talks with female politicians in the Nordic countries 
84Translation: “most people only know politicians from TV, radio, newspapers or as speakers at political 
meetings. You only see the front. But politicians are also human beings-with their sorrows and joys, 
insecurities, children, divorces, adored grandchildren and parents, which have perhaps tainted their 
political attitudes for life.“ 
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women (and men) are reproducing the, by society constructed, gender roles by acting 
according to their supposed categories. Discourse theory has been very helpful to us, as 
we have tried to deconstruct the articles and look into the different forms of gender 
representation in the empirical material.    
 
Performance of gender 
In Gender Trouble Judith Butler criticizes feminist theory for referring to women as a 
homogenous group. In extension of this one might argue that some of the women in the 
articles, we have worked with, are placing themselves and other women as a 
homogenous group. The female politicians reproduce the gender roles, with a woman 
being in charge of the domestic front. Helle Thorning-Schmidt does not ascribe 
meaning to her political identity. Instead of focusing on her political views she puts 
emphasis on expensive clothes and motherhood. Is it unthinkable that the readers of Alt 
for Damerne could have a political interest?   
 
Another aspect is that the magazines also reproduces the “heterosexual matrix” and 
withhold women in a category by assuming and furthermore constructing what they 
think, female readers wish to hear about. They reproduce gendered patterns not only in 
the situation of the actual interview but also when writing the article; they draw upon 
discourses.   
 An example of this can be seen in the article about Helle Thorning-Schmidt; “Hun 
tager sig et krus grøn te, går afslappet gennem kontoret på mega-høje hæle og retter 
lidt på den sorte cocktailkjole fra Frederikke Boje Hviid, før hun sætter sig i den sorte 
lædersofa” 85 The interviewer draws upon a fashion discourse. 
     
                                               
85
 Translation: “she takes a cup of green tea, walks relaxed through the office on mega-high heels and 
adjusts her black cocktail dress from Frederikke Boje Hviid, before she sits down in the black leather 
couch.” 
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In this quote the interviewer portrays Helle Thorning-Schmidt as resembling a doll, and 
thereby reproduces the gendered roles. Alternatively, she could have left out the 
feminine traits, which she draws upon, and kept the language neutral. In Goffman’s 
theatrical model the element in this quote are all props, which Helle uses in her self-
portrayal. A larger aspect of this is Helle Thorning-Schmidt performing femininity.       
 
In the interview with Angela Merkel, the interviewers Marion Horn and Julia Topar, try 
to impose their discourses upon her, but they do not seem to attain their aim, as Merkel 
is very professional and neutral and does not perform gender.  When answering Angela 
Merkel seem to be very aware of not wanting to be “boxed” female and wants to be 
seen solely as a politician.   
Micheline Calmy-Rey’s strategy can be placed somewhere in the middle between 
Merkel and Helle Thorning-Schmidt and Lene Espersen. She is attempting to act 
neutrally, but ends up discussing her private sphere and portraying emotions. The 
female politicians perform differently. However, the expectations of the different 
magazines and the journalist’s pre-understandings could also have an effect on this.         
 
In accordance with Judith Butler’s theory women, and in more general terms human 
beings, cannot be seen as a homogeneous group, therefore it is necessary in this project, 
to look at the performers as individuals. Furthermore, the assumption that the politicians 
are aware of the fact that they are performing, gives them the ability to build a certain 
(public) image, which differs from woman to woman, based on the idea of all people 
being individuals.  
We argue, on the basis of Butler, that the general gender-roles are being reproduced, 
especially by Lene Espersen and Helle Thorning-Schmidt. Putting great emphasis on 
their role as mothers and wife’s captures the essence of “the heterosexual matrix” which 
Butler talks about. Lene often acts out the victim role “Det er jo simpelthen så 
mandschauvinistisk at fokusere så meget på ens påklædning”86 (Moustgaard: 2004, 
                                               
86
 Translation: “it is simply so male chauvinist, to focus that much on what you wear“ 
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p.109). In this quote Lene distances herself from having any partaking in this situation. 
Though, we argue that this behavior is somewhat prepared or thought through in 
relation to her image.  
 
Micheline Calmy-Rey performs her gender differently. She does not, or at least not to 
the same extent, as the above mentioned, represent herself as a mother and wife. She 
affiliates herself more with feministic values and talks a lot about gender inequality. 
According to Butler, this is also reproducing “the heterosexual matrix” as feminist are 
drawing attention to gender roles by focusing on the differences between men and 
women. This is also what Lene Espersen does in the quote presented above, where she 
exclaims that focusing on her dressing is male chauvinist behaviour. This establishes the 
men versus women aspect.          
As mentioned previously we believe that Angela Merkel’s performance of gender is 
different from the others in her way of performing in the media. We argue that she is the 
closest we have come to an example of Butler’s alternative to “the heterosexual matrix”. 
Merkel portrays her femininity at a minimum, and performs an identity which is not 
closely linked to stereotypical gender roles as we know them from society as mentioned 
in the methodology section in chapter 2. In Goffman’s terminology she is aware of her 
performance and restricts herself to portraying what she wants “on stage”.  
In this connection it is very important to note, that even if Angela Merkel do not 
perform pursuant to “the heterosexual matrix”, she still performs. Front stage involves 
the individual acting as it thinks people would want it to and tries to fulfil the 
expectations that it believes are set. 
The attempt of the female politicians to try to establish some kind of identification for 
their electors, they reproduce the gender-discourse and thereby withholds themselves in 
the iron grip of gender perception, which they supposedly wants to escape. 
 
The identification factor is very important in politics. Few people could see themselves 
voting for a politician that they can not identify themselves with; “Folk kan bedst lide 
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politikere, hvori de kan genkende lidt af sig selv. Derfor er Ritt87 aldrig blevet folkekær. 
Nok beundret for sin stringens. Men en kold en finke siger mange. Sådan bedømmes en 
pige, der hverken vil have børn eller søger for, at ægteskabet med historiker-magen 
Søren Mørch i Odense…”88 (Editorialist Bent Falbert, Ekstra Bladet quoted in 
Moustgaard: 2004, p. 105). The fact that Angela Merkel does not have any children, and 
does not appear as being very feminine in her clothing has been much criticized by the 
German public, probably due to the low identification factor for many women. This 
entails a lacking in identification to her as a mother, which is stressed upon with the 
other politicians such as Lene Espersen or Micheline Calmy-Rey. The traditional, 
historical role of womanhood entails women being mothers. This is connected with the 
stereotypical female gender roles just as being social, thoughtful and emotional. Merkel 
might also contradict the stereotypical aspect of women having to be good looking; 
people like to look at attractive persons. She changed her style during the last years, 
Merkel has gotten more feminine, and perhaps to follow the demand of the public. 
Furthermore, all the politicians are married, which symbolizes the traditional 
understanding of relationship and family; it symbolizes harmony.  
 
Personification and branding in politics 
After having worked with this project we have come to ask whether there is a purposive 
exposure of politicians. It seems as if people no longer look at the content of the 
person’s political agenda, or at least not in the same way as seen in the past.   
With the increased amount of coverage of information, which we are being confronted 
with daily, politicians are forced to surpass each other to get in front and to be heard by 
the public. Identification has become increasingly important in the media as mentioned 
above; people search for identification with politicians. Perhaps this is connected to the 
fact that in most European countries the political agenda is moving towards the middle 
and somewhat balances out the previous differences. The politicians look more and 
                                               
87
 Ritt Bjerregaard, Social democrat. 
88
 Translation: ”People prefers politicians, where they can recognize a part of themselves. That is why 
Ritt has never become the sweetheart of the people. Admired for her precision. But a cold finch as many 
would say. That is how a girl is judged, if she does not want children or does not attend to her marriage 
with historian Søren Mørch in Odense.” 
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more alike in reference to political standpoints, and therefore they must stand out from 
the crowd in some way and the identification becomes equally important to the political 
agenda.  
In our discourse analysis we have seen many examples of this and a large coverage of 
roles one could identify with; the mother, the wife, the domestic caretaker, the 
politician, the fashion-victim etc. The articles also touch upon, though more implicitly, 
identities as ”collegial” as seen with Micheline Calmy-Rey and her solidarity towards 
women and furthermore “trendy” as seen with Helle Thorning-Schmidt. These are all 
roles that most women could identify themselves with. 
As previously mentioned, Angela Merkel acts professionally and mainly represents her 
political identity rather than her private identity. An interesting aspect of this is Angela 
Merkel possessing the most influential and powerful post out of the women we have 
chosen to work with, and furthermore one of the most powerful women in European 
politics. 
Angela Merkel tries to distance herself from her gender being imbedded into her public 
persona, and focuses on her professional role; she tries to “emancipate” herself from her 
being different89 because of her gendered identity. One could assume that this has 
helped her gain the political power she possesses today. 
The political scene of Europe, represented in the media today, is moving more and more 
towards a more Americanized political culture, where we often see personification and 
discrediting of the private person of a political opponent, instead of focusing on the 
different parties and their agendas. U.S. can be viewed as a society where politicians 
need to profile themselves to an extent where they become a product of politics and 
media combined. An example of this would be Bill Clinton’s affair with Monica 
Lewinsky. This situation was something which was conducted in the private realm of 
Bill Clinton life, but turned into a political scandal of dimensions. Furthermore Hillary 
Clinton was quickly in the spotlight talking about her having an adulterous husband and 
how she dealt with it. This is perhaps a role which many women could relate to, and 
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 In this relation different relates to the past role of politicians being men 
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Hillary Clinton was seen as a heroine by the American press, which therefore also 
became the general public opinion. 
 
The geographical and political impact 
The geographical as well as the political background of the four politicians vary from 
each other. Lene Espersen and Helle Thorning-Schmidt are from Denmark, a 
Scandinavian country. Compared to Switzerland and Germany it might be more 
common for women to be involved in politics, since gender equality is more balanced in 
the Scandinavian countries. 
The Danish politicians perform their gender more than Angela Merkel does. She is the 
first female chancellor of Germany and that is rather important, since it is mainly men 
who surround her at her work. Her media performance involves her using her gender to 
a minimum. In relation to this it is interesting to see that she is one of the most powerful 
women in European politics. Consequently, this leads us to wonder if performing 
somewhat neutrally in regards to ones gender is linked with the power one can obtain. 
Micheline Calmy-Rey is from Switzerland, a very neutral country in reference to 
political situations. This can also be seen reflected in her performance in the media; she 
tries hard not to use her gender, and to relate to her political position as the foreign 
minister. Still, she does not seem to succeed, as she gets very emotional when the 
discussion is about gender. 
 
The media’s role 
When taking the interviewers role into account, one might argue that the interviewers, 
as well as the politicians, are maintaining “the heterosexual matrix”, by reproducing 
certain discourses. 
These discourses are reproduced through use of language, punctuation and grammar. An 
example of the journalists role is seen in the article on Micheline Calmy-Rey in 
connection to her being married to a foreigner: “Es mag zu Calmy-Reys Sensibilisierung 
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für die Außenpolitik beitragen, dass sie mit einem Rumänen verheiratet ist (mit dem sie 
zwei erwachsene Kinder hat: eine Ärztin und einen Schriftsteller).“90 In this quote the 
interviewers comment on something which seems to have a political angle, but then 
include Calmy-Rey’s private situation. 
 
Gossip-journalism has expanded explosively in our society and has become increasingly 
influential, which has happened concurrently with the expanding global media market. 
Some societal elements must have shifted a long with the border between public and 
private sphere becoming increasingly transparent – in other words there must be, to 
some degree, a demand in the public which leads to the expectations connected to the 
modern politician.  
     Figure 3 
 To illustrate this aspect, we have constructed figure 3 where the 
situation mentioned above is shown. Though we argue that the 
politicians perform, we furthermore recognize the possibility of there     
being a “bottom up” effect connected to the change in political identities. 
As seen in the figure the arrows also allows for the reversed situation 
to happen, where it is a “top down” effect. The effect is therefore 
reinforced by taking on the dimensions of a dynamic process. 
 
 
 
Another interesting aspect of this is that it is not only the magazines, we have worked 
with, and the likes who have articles of the same character. The Financial Times (UK)91 
                                               
90
 Translation: “It could be that Calmy-Rey is more sensitized to deal with the department of foreign 
affairs because she is married with a Rumanian (with whom she has two grown up children: a doctor 
(female) and a writer.” 
91
 Reader profile from the official webpage: “Our readers are the world's elite.  Professionally, 
personally and financially, they're right at the top of their game.  They're highly discerning - and they're 
highly elusive.  They may not watch much TV, listen to the radio or read other newspapers but they do 
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has published an article about Ségolène Royal, which also draws upon gendered 
discourses92, and the examples are many. The Financial Times is seen as a very serious 
magazine with a high level of integrity, and still they have articles which share many 
characteristics with Emma, Alt for Damerne and Bild.de.    
“I wondered whether Royal was just an elegant vase in which voters were busily 
arranging the flowers of their dreams.” (Thornhill: 2006, p. 1). This statement is very 
sexual and includes the elements of uterus and penetration. The quote draws upon 
ancient sexual stereotypes, where a woman’s vagina is an empty space which needs to 
be filled by a penis or a child.  
  It does not at all involve her political interests or strategies. Lastly, we argue that the 
type of media influences the outcome, but it seems as if the discourses drawn upon are 
not only characteristic for gossip journalism, but rather present itself as a more universal 
phenomenon.                                                                                                                                        
 
The interviewers role 
When observing the female politicians and how they present themselves-as well as how 
they are being presented in the articles, one might wonder why the presentation seems 
to vary to the extent it does. Judith Butler argues that all women can not be categorised 
as a unitary whole. Women differentiate and perform differently according to what 
image they wish to portray. The women we have worked with are in different positions 
and connected to different political parties, and are not likely to present the same values. 
Helle Thorning-Schmidt appears to be more of a “fashion victim” than a serious 
politician. This is, in addition to her performance, also due to the pre-understanding of 
the interviewer. Micheline Calmy-Rey victimizes herself by getting emotional when the 
questions are about gender and gender inequality. It seems as if the interviewer picks up 
on this, and therefore continuous to ask her gender-related questions, which thereby 
influences Calmy-Rey and her statements in the interview. 
                                                                                                                                          
make time for the FT. Explore our world.” (http://www.fttoolkit.co.uk/advertising/framework.html, 6th 
June, 15.40.) 
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Hence all the interviewers from the chosen articles are female, leads to the thought that 
the prejudices would not be as obvious as they are. However, female journalists are 
more focused on their own gender and gender inequalities. Judith Butler’s argument of 
the reproduction of “the heterosexual matrix” in relation to feminism seems to fit in 
very well in this context, as she before mentioned believes that feminism reproduces 
gender roles by pointing out the differences between men and women.    
 
The representation of the different female politicians is a product of their own 
performance as well as the role of the media. As shown in figure 3, the media’s role is 
important and reinforces the effect, as the journalists draw upon discourses, and seem to 
profit from the performance by the female politicians, by creating a story which the 
readers will find interesting.    
The media is a powerful link between the political structures and the public, and we 
believe that the media definite participate in creating the identity of the politicians, but 
to a larger extent we argue that the politicians perform their own identity.  
 
The latter was a presentation of how women present their gender, and how they are 
using the media in achieving public attention and thereby attaining votes and popularity.  
In the beginning of the project we raised the question of why one should be concerned 
with an investigation of the role of female politicians in their portrayal in the media. We 
argue, on the basis of Judith Butler’s theory, that these women are constructing a 
specific gendered identity through performance. This is a problem due to the 
reproduction of gender imbalances, and also a democratic issue, as image has become 
increasingly important in politics, and votes are attained more and more on the basis of 
the private person rather than the specific political agenda of the political party. 
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Many concerns can be linked to the performance of female politicians, but is the 
performance; to the extent we have seen in this project, really necessary to achieve 
attention in the media today? Why the necessity for women performing specific 
characters and roles especially related to their gender can be discussed, as we have tried 
to in this project. Are female politicians themselves in fact making it harder for them 
and the generations to follow, to be taken seriously? This new type of politician uses the 
media as a stage, where he or she performs an image, rather than presenting political 
standpoints. A new question now poses itself; is one performance favoured over 
another? 
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Chapter 6 
Conclusion 
In the latter section we have attempted to answer our problem formulation and 
associated research questions. Our main focus was how female politicians perform their 
gender in the media and furthermore how they use the media in the portrayal of a certain 
image. In the past decades the political situation has shifted and personalized politics 
has been put on the map. Europe is moving more and more towards Americanized 
standards when it comes to election campaigns and images of politicians. Identification 
has become increasingly important in the political game, where party programmes do 
not seem to differ that much anymore.    
Throughout the project we have focused on the performance and role-taking of the 
female politicians chosen for this project, and have with discourse theory deconstructed 
the articles in trying to establish how the politicians perform their gender. By 
incorporating Judith Butler as our theoretical basis and Erving Goffman to substantiate 
this, we have found that the female politicians is, noticeably, reproducing “the 
heterosexual matrix” which implies the constructed gender roles which are embedded in 
society. Furthermore the media are partaking in the construction of the images by 
reproducing the stereotypical gender roles and also through language and already 
created discourses in society. One of Judith Butlers main points are the notion of 
feminism reproducing “the heterosexual matrix” by calling attention to the differences 
between the two genders by stereotyping gender and placing all women in the same 
category; many of the journalists in the articles seems to do the same.   
The four politicians have different characteristics and their performance reflects this; 
Lene Espersen and Helle Thorning-Schmidt draw upon many personal fronts which 
women electors can identify with. They are both mothers and wives and have a great 
emphasis on these features in the media. Micheline Calmy-Rey is performing 
feministic, by attaching importance to the gender inequalities in society. Calmy-Rey, as 
Lene Espersen, draws attention to her being a victim, due to her appearance and looks. 
Angela Merkel is the closest we have come to one acting out Judith Butler’s alternative 
to “the heterosexual matrix”, which implies non-fixed categories, which allows 
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behaviour which would normally reach beyond the boundaries of “the heterosexual 
matrix”. Angela Merkel acts out her gender to a minimum, and focuses on her political 
life rather than on her private life.    
An important aspect in this problematic is the public. We recognize the fact that the 
performance of the female politicians can be related to a public demand of 
identification. However, we argue that, while still ascribing meaning to the demand in 
the public, the politicians have a partaking in how they conduct themselves in the 
media. Gossip journalism has expanded explosively, both in written media and, to very 
large extent, in the visual media. We believe that this phenomenon is not only limited to 
certain media, but far reaching in today’s society. 
A question which should be raised and sums up the problematic is whether we are 
heading towards American standards where private features drown out the political 
agenda, and where electors vote accordingly to how they identify with a given 
politicians private features rather than political standpoints. 
 
Perspectives 
To reach a conclusion when carrying out an investigation different methods, theories 
and angles can be ascribed. This entails that in addition to our approach, which involves 
discourse analysis, gender- and performance theories, alternative angles are also a 
possibility. 
In reference to our methodological choice of using discourse analyses, we know that 
there are many other qualitative methods, among them other approaches to discourse 
theory. However, we think that Laclau & Mouffe seemed very fitful as a 
methodological tool.   
An alternative approach to our theoretical basis could have been Foucault, as he shares a 
lot of the same views with Butler. Though, we have chosen Judith Butler as we thought 
her being a key figure in the gender discussion and queer theory interesting. 
Additionally, Butler reflects on the element of performance, which is a main feature of 
our project.    
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Other female politicians could have been chosen, as there are several other female 
politicians who would have been appropriate. We furthermore wished to conduct an 
investigation on politicians who are active in politics; this excluded Margaret Thatcher, 
who we have also found interesting in relation to performance of gender. We decided 
this to give the project a contemporary feature. We also discussed using Hillary Clinton, 
but wanted to focus on European politics.  
The article on Ségolène Royal has been segregated mainly due to the language. We 
wanted to analyse articles, which was written in the politician’s native language; as we 
think this gives the project an extraordinary characteristic. The fact that the article on 
Ségolène Royal was conducted by the Financial Times, would have added on another 
aspect. However, we were not very occupied with the type of media, rather than the 
actual performance of the female politicians.   
 
The dimensions of this project are sociology and political science. If we wanted, we 
could have focused the investigations more towards the political aspect; we could have 
delved into political structures and democratic consequences of politician’s 
performances.  
We also discussed the possibility of including an analysis of the pictures shown in the 
articles. We looked into the possibility of conducting a visual analysis according to 
Stuart Hall’s principles. An analysis of the pictures would have been interesting in this 
context, not only as a mean of performance, but also because they are participating in 
maintaining certain discourses; as before mentioned pictures can be worth more than a 
thousand words. As seen with Lene Espersen lying on a hood of a car, portrays a certain 
image, which will be reproduced by the picture being reprinted in other relations. 
Though, we thought this would be very comprehensive, taking into account the task of 
also conduction the discourse analysis.  
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